





















































































































































ELECTIVE OFFICERS OF THE GRAND COUNCIL SINCE ITS ORGANIZATION

YEAR

M. ILL. G. MASTER

DEP. G. MASTER

May, 1864......
tMay, 1866...

Anthony O’Sullivan.

-|*James N. Burpes

G. P. C. OF WORK !

GRAND TREASURER

Martin Collins.

Wm. N.

GRAND RECORDER

*Joseph Foster

*Ant 'Sulls n veeesl Wm. N, OKETe - Geo. Frank Gouley
8Ct°b=r. 1867 5 'Tlrxloksmi":ygafruelgvan .J?IRCS‘I};\;{:DtamCL ’ .}‘ F. Houston. ‘VQ'/:: Ilg %gt:l; ..... Geo. Frank Gou}cy
ctober, 1868 .|8George W. Belt. . S R ohn G. Foss.... Wm. N. Loker. ... Geo. Frank Gouley
b e Martin Collins... . | John G. Forins e EFa Wm. N. Loker. .. .- Geo. Frank Gouley
ctober, 1870....... o i ins....... r 9SS ohn Glenny .. .. 'N. . Frank Gouley
etoberlogl 11 il X e PR P | i ASBouail - W ke € ik Gatiy
ctober, 1872....... . Y T 2000 owell. aurice L. Cohn.. AN okert . ] . Fran ouley
cober 1073111111 Tortp S Bt LK L qeorsel ant L1 W bRk G ok Sl
ctober, 1874....... . : natl...... oah M. Givan.... N, . F ouley
OCtob::, 187510 "f.‘}’oa‘;\lll\?aé:ean ...... Ilglqgh M. Givan. ..., Henry M. Rhodus. . ... w: Ig %gl‘:: .... g:g' II::::k Gouley
October, 1876....... *Wm. R. Stubblefield |, 0 Ll ’II; Walker....| Charles B. Randolph. . Wm. N. Loker..... *Geo. Frank Gouley
8ctogcr, 1877....... *Wm. R. Penick o Brsf?;uaﬁr;s".c.): ..... ?.hPeXr]l}alﬂey .......... 'Wm. N' Loker. ... *John }_}/.I{iuke
ctober, 1878....... pBS iley oo T i AL LLEL ohn A, Dolman.....c.e-- 'R, Wm. H. Mayo
tMay, 1880..... ... " .}3°hicx-rl¥oallrln?x; ..... §otn ‘?l Dolman...,. §Rev. H. C. Duncan........ _}gﬁ: \I§/ fl"ﬂl:;g" wm. H. Mayo
May, 1881.......... *John R. Parson...... \’3 iR prani R Wm. B. Wilson......... . H. Mayo
May, 1882.......... *Wm. B Wilson. . " W?{ g g‘_:}lson ...... (\;;\30' I;iHDur;t ............. "H. Mayo
May, 1883.......... *Wm. G. Hall...... "' >3k Ablooooooc m. H, Dale...........- g . H. Mayo
I\I:\y: 1884.......... .w:_::_ }G{ %::L 0 w: F-TI'):-;I:_Ch ....... Wm. J. Terrell.c.ooeeeene 4 . H. Mayo
May, 1885... 00000 *P. R, Flitcraft. C. G. Hubbell, .1 Won: YA by st i b e
May, 1886.......... §Wm. A. Lord........ Wm. H. St 3 e Wm, H, Stansbury. i . H. Mayo
May, 1887.... 00 “Wm, H. Stansbury .| H. C. Christopher. " | Juo ] brisom'c" i JH: Mayo
ay, 1888.......... *H. C. Christopher Ino. J. Pierr °R%% s ol Ll RLIo 00090000 29 i . H. Mayo
April, 1889...... .|*Jno. J. Pierron...... D e E ) T i . H. Mayo
Avril, 18%0. BT Tygard... [ Thgs, Qe &0 Ol Sobmeider 1211000 i H. Mayo
pril, . os. Seal.......... i ider....| Grant Wyatt....oeeeevcss gty
April, 1892. 011017 |+ Ulrich Schneider. .| Bowin B lpoct- <[ Grant Wyatt, ... i ‘m. H. Mayo
April, 1893.......... *Wm. F. Kuhn........ m. Richardson. ... F. A. Kage v eueses| Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
Aprl, 1894.......... *Wm, Richardson..... Kage........] E'ma'nuclgp,' Hartzell...... Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
April, 1895......... *Fred A, Kage........ Emanuel F. Hartzell.| Elijah H. Phelps. ... .. Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
April, 1896.......... *Emanuel F. Hartzell. .| Elijah H. Phelps.... *J. Percival Smith..ceceu-- Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
LIRS NEEL Goonodot *Elijah H. Phelps..... m. Y. Bean....... D.M.Wilson....ooeeen.s Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
April, 1898......... *Wm. Y. Bean........ David M. Wilson....| John H. Murphy......... Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
April, 1899......... *David M. Wilson..... John H. Murphy.... | Reuben Barney.. Noah M. Givan \\vm. H. Mayo
April, 1900.......... *John H. Murphy..... Reuben Barney....,. Cyrus H. Jones... ...l Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
April, 1901......... *Reuben Barney......| Cyrus H. Jones...... Robt. F. Stevenson....... Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
April, 1902......... §Cyrus H. Jones...... Robt. F. Stevenson...| Gib. W. Carson........... Noah M. Givan Wm. H. Mayo
® Dead. T No Assembly in 1865 or 1879.

§ Dimitted.

JHL 10 SONIAAADOUL
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ELECTIVE OFFICERS OF THE GRAND COUNCIL SINCE ITS ORGANIZATION (Continued)

YEAR M, ILL. G. MASTER DEP. G. MASTER G. P. C. OF WORK GRAND TREASURER GRAND RECORDER
April, 1903......... *Robt. F. Stevenson...| Gib. W. Carson...... Martin T. Balsley........ Noah M. Givan....| Wm. 1. Mayo
April, 1904......... *Gib. W. Carson...... WEFm T WEIEE?6 60! | wooo 0000000 aacooa000a000 Noah M. Givan....| Wm. H. Mayo
April, 1905.......... EMantingeBalsleyl Nl 00 . oo ole siols o ogs ois o o George T. Burnham....... Noah M. Givan....| Robt. F. Stevenson
A 19060 6 00000 odb i do B8 GBGRLTII SRS George T. Burnham. | Thomas A. Milburn....... Noah M. Givan....| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1907 'Gcorgc T. Burnham..| Thomas A. Milburn..| Wm. R. Brock............ Martin Collins....| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1908 *Thomas A. Milburn..| William R. Brock....| Bert S. Lee........ov. ... Gibbon \W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1909 {William R. Brock....| Bert S. Lee......... Herbert H. Getman....... Gibbon W, Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1910 WA & 1M0 00000080k *Herbert H. Getman..| Henry Schroeder......... Gibbon \W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1911 Henry Schroeder....| Wm, H. Herrick..... Walter R. Anthony....... Gibbon W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1912.. J*William H. Herrick..| Walter R. Anthony..| John C. Senate...... ...| Gibbon W, Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1913, *Walter R. Anthony..[ John C. Senate...... Jas. L. Heckenlively. .| Gibbon W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1914 N Hcckcnhvcly .| V. H. Falkenhainer..| SanfordM. Daniels...... Gibbon W, Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1915. *V.H. 'alkcnh:nncr. .4 Sanford M. Daniels..| William J. Vannix........ Gibbon W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
Aprjl, 1916 od 'Sa_nf_ord M. Daniels..} William J. Vannix...| John Pickard............ Gibbon W, Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1917 William J. Vannix...| John Pickard....... & Wawi(e, G Eeac000abooa Gibbon W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1918 *John Pickard........ William C. Glenn....| Louis Moller............ Gibbon W, Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1919 William C. Glenn..... Louis Moller........ VYamEs 1858 R0 0 00000006 00 of Gibbon W, Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1920......... *Louis Moller........, James Price........ Wm. M. Campbell......... Gibbon W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1921......... S AMES PP GICEl -1 oiole ofo) Wm. M. Campbell George W. Walker........ Gibbon W. Carson.| Robt. F. Stevenson
April, 1922......... Wm. M. Campbell....| Geo. W. Walker..... James R. McLachlan...... Gibbon W. Carson.|||Robt. F. Stevenson
APRilRIG23EREL RSN Geo. W. Walker....., James R. McLachlan.| Bernal L. Tatman........ Gibbon W. Carson.| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1924......... Jas. R. McLachlan...| Bernal L. Tatman... {‘ohn M. Waller....oovue. Gibbon \V. Carson.| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1925 ........ Bernal L. Tatman....| John M. Waller..... Frank P. McAtee......... Gibbon W. Carson.| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1926......... *John M. Waller..... | Frank P. McAtee....| Thomas H. Reynolds..... | Gibbon W. Carson.| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1927.........] fiFrank P. MeAtee...| Thos. H. Reynolds...| Kipp C. Johnson......... Gibbon W. Carson.| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1928......... Thos. H. Reynolds...| Kipp C. Johnson..... Henry C. Elberg.......... Gibbon W. Carson.| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1929.........] Kipp C. Johnson..... Henry C. Elberg..... W. Ed. Johnson....o.u... Gibbon W. Carson.[ Ray V. Denslow
April, 1930......... ‘Henry C, Elberg..... \WV. Ed. Johnson..... Carl A. Swenson......... Gibbon \V. Carson.| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1931......... W. Ed. Johnson..... Carl A. Swenson....| Ralph T. Finley....ocv... *Gibbon . Carson. | Ray V. Denslow
April, 1932, .. .01 Carl A. Swenson..... Ralph T. Finley..... Chas. Gurley....cooveuann Albert Linxwiler..| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1933......... Ralph T. Finley..... Chas, Gurley....... John M. Gallatin........ Albert Linxwiler..| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1934......... Chas. Gurley........ John M. Gallatin. Robt. W. Hedrick........ Albert Linxwiler..| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1935......... John M. Gallatin....| "Robert W. Hedrick. | Carl \Westerhaus. ....... Albert Linxwiler..| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1936.......... Robert W. Hedrick...| Carl Westerhaus....| \Valter A. Higbee........| Albert Linxwiler..| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1937.........] Carl P. Westerhaus.. | Walter A. Higbee...| Samuel A. Gilliland...... | Albert Linxwiler..| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1938.........{ Walter A. Higbee....| Samuel A. Gilliland.| Walter B. Pingree....... Albert Linxwiler..| Ray V. Denslow
April, 1939......... Samuel A. Gilliland ... Walter B. Pingree...! Clyde C. Evans........... Albert Linxwiler...| Ray V. Denslow
* Dead. |l Resigned Jan. 1, 1923. 7 Suspended. § Dimitted.

IRINOSSIN 40 ' 'S ® ¥ "IIDNNOD (ANVIOD |6¢61
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PROCEEDINGS [April, 1939]
RITUAL ASSIGNMENT
Co‘;(:?"' NAME RITUALS NUBMBERS
1 Hiram............oooiinn.. 1 2 3 4 5
9 |St.Joseph.......oovvvvin... 6 7 8 9 10
20 JCape.....ciiiiiiiiiiaiainnn. 11 12 13 14 15
24 |Shekinah.................... 16 17 18 19 20
25 |Zabud...................... 21 22 23 24 25
26 |Solomon...............ou.n. 26 27 28 29 30
27 |PoplarBluff................. 31 32 33 34 35
28 |Chillicothe.................. 36 37 38 39 40
30 |Jasper........ooeiiiiiin.n. 41 42 43 44 45
32 [Ezra.....oooviviiiinnnnnnnn. 46 47 48 49 50
33 Pankey.......covevveennnn.. 51 53 54
34 |Centralia.................... 56 57a 58 59 60
35 |Fidelity...........ooooin.... 61 62 63 64 65
36 |Josephus.................... 66 67 68 69 70
37 |Trenton........covvvvunnn... 71 72 73 74 75
38 |Westport.....coovvneennn... 76 77 78 79 80
39 [Rolla.......coovvuenvnnennn. 81 8 8 84 85
40 |York.........oiiiiiiii.... 86 87 88 89 90
41 Carthage.................... 91 92 93 94 95
42 [Sedalia...........c.veeinnn.. 9% 97 98 99 100
43 Bonne Terre................ 101 102 103 104 105
44 |Kirksville................... 106 107 108 109 110
RECEIPTS OF GRAND OFFICERS
NO. NAME NO. NAME
15 Bruce J. Carl 127 Wm. J. Vannixt
92 Geo. C. Marquis*t 128 Chas. Lee Barrt
111 IKipp C. Johnsont 129 Wm. C. Glennt
113 Jos. V. Gaddy 132 Geo. W. Walkert
114a Albert Linxwilert 133 James R. McLachlant
115 Carl A. Swensont 134 B. L. Tatmant
116 Ralph T. Finleyt 137 Thomas H. Reynoldst
117 Chas. Gurleyt 139 Robert W. Hedrickt
118 John Gallatint 140 Carl Westerhaust
119 August Kron 141 Walter A. Higbeet
120 Clyde C. Evanst 142 Sam A. Gillilandt
121 Paul R. Byrumt 143 W. B. Pingreet

122 Bert S. Lee
124 Walter R. Anthony

® OId issue.

t S. E. M. Ritual.

W. M. Campbellt

Note: Each Council holds five of the 1933 issue Missouri S. E. M. rituals, re-
ceipted for by Recorders under date July 13, 1933.



CRYPTIC MASONRY IN 1938




THE CRYPTIC WORLD

A Review By Ray V. DENsLow

In 1930, at the triennial assembly in St. Louis, Massachusett's
representative in the official line of the General Grand Council
declined re-election, presumably because of ill health. Many
there were at the time who thought other things than ill health
were hack of the resignation. Apparently there were, for in to-
day’s mail (April 29, 1939) comes a copy of the resolution
adopted in Boston, April 14, 1939, citing :

“the benefits accruing from such membership appear to be almost

exclusively fraternal and social in nature. . . it should not be unmindful
of the recognition it (Mass.) has received by the election of several of
its members to the official line . . . that for reasons of economy and

the need of directing its official efforts towards the support of its con-
stituent councils, this grand council withdraw its membership in the
G. G. Council.”

The resolution is signed by Dean K. Webster, Arthur D.
Prince and Raymond T. Sewall. Prince was at one time an of-
ficer in the G. G. C, while Sewall is Grand Recorder. The last
proceedings show invested funds of more than $20,000, and
while there has heen a slight decrease in cash on hand, it does not
look reasonable that the small sum of $200 should keep a great
jurisdiction like Massachusetts from co-operating with other
jurisdictions in a national organization. If Massachusetts, with
its more than $20,000 invested assets, cannot afford to remain
a member, how can the rest of the jurisdictions, only two or three
of which have assets exceeding that amount?

The jurisdiction of Massachusetts has had but one G. G. Mas-
ter, it is true; yet there have been but twenty. If Arthur Prince
had continued in the line, they would have had two. Nor do we
countenance the opinion that our Massachusetts fraters feel
themselves above the general level of the fraternity, for we hap-
pen to know many of them personally, and have found them, as
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a rule, delightful companions. It is probable such unguarded
expressions as were made by a P. G. H. P. of that jurisdiction,
following his visit to the triennial, convey such impressions.
He is reported to have said that he came back to Massachusetts
thoroughly satisfied with their own way of doing things and that
he had learned nothing constructive. However, it i$ possible that
the triennial was not responsible for the fact he came back empty-
handedl.

The proceedings of the grand commandery of that state show
decreased income, but we will not hear of their proposed with-
drawal from grand encampment, at least not as long as they
have a candidate for grand master up for election in 1940.

Masonic bodies have some strange ways of doing things; of
all organizations in the world, Masonic ones should co-operate
in everything looking towards the common good; one jurisdic-
tion is not going to advance without taking the others along with
it. Of all times in our history, THIS is the time to forget argu-
ments, differences of opinions, sore spots and the like, and unite
in pushing forward the banners of Freemasonry, not in a spas-
modic arrangement but as massed colors, united in one common
bond and working for the success of all. Let us hope that
Massachusetts sees that she has a duty to companions in other
jurisdictions just as necessary as to her own.

A PLEA FOR RECOGNITION

What is going to be done about those jurisdictions where the
council degrees are irregularly conferred according to generally
accepted standards? We once had some different ideas than we
now have concerning this situation. Briefly, we refer to those
states of West Virginia and Virginia, where the degrees are
conferred in the body of chapters. So far as the degrees are con-
cerned, they are doubtless identical with those received in most
other jurisdictions. It is true, they do it differently from the
rest of us, but after all, we are all Masons. Most of us are in-
telligent Masons, and as such, we know there is some way by
which we may come to an understanding with our companions
in the Virginias as to mutual recognition.

We don’t happen to have a vote in the G. G. Council, but we
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are not averse to having some of our Missouri friends sponsor
such a movement. We are growing extremely tired over juris-
dictional fights over inconsequential questions.

FFreemasonry of this day and age needs union, and not disinte-
gration.

ADDRESSES OF GRAND MASTERS

How well the executive heads of cryptic Masonry have sensed
conditions of today is shown in these brief extracts taken from
their annual addresses. Most of these convey some definite idea
as to improvement of our present position. However, not all
addresses read had constructive suggestions, and in those in-
stances the weakness of the jurisdiction may be seen.

CALIFORNIA (Bonnett) : “The heavy hand of economic depression
may be in some measure responsible for the situation, but one of the diffi-
culties unquestionably may be traced to the multiple and sometimes bur-
densome demands our social organization places upon us. The service
clubs, other fraternal organizations and community activities in addition to
our usual social contacts, exact a heavy toll from our attention. All are
worthy. Even in our own Masonry there are too few days in a month, too
few nights in a week for adequate attention to lodge, chapter, council and
commandery. It is not a complaint that our energies and attention are
spread too thinly among too many of these agencies of good, but rather
that the burden is borne by too few. It is not uncommon to find a com-
panion active in official station in three or four of the bodies at the same
time. This is most common in smaller communities, though not exclu-
sively so. It is not the result of any consuming ambition of brethren to
monopolize Masonic office, but we find these multiple duties thrust upon
them with the result that free horses often are too hard ridden. . . .

“That Masonry does develop such a capacity for leadership in other
fields is fully attested by the prominent part taken by Masons in every
laudable community enterprise. For this our institution can justly claim
a large measure of credit.”

COLORADO: The shortest address on record is that of Grand Mas-
ter Green of Colorado. It occupies one page of the proceedings, is com-
posed of nine short paragraphs, five of which begin with the word “I.”

KANSAS (Clossen) : “We are prone to think that Masonry exists
for its members alone. This is true only to a limited extent. Just as a
church benefits an entire community, just as schools have an influence on
the lives of those who do not attend, just so the existence of any Masonic
body means a general raising of the standard of morality in that city or
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town. The legal codes of our state seek to regulate our conduct and to
tell us what we must and must not do. That is not enough. It is one
thing to tell a man he must not do a wrong act. It is quite another thing
to make him want to do right. The first is the province of the law; the
second is the mission of Masonry. By itself the law is not adequate to
promote human welfare. The welfare of society depends on much that
is outside legal restraint. Onc of the greatest outside forces is religion
and the church. Religion governs man, so far as it is a regulating agency,
by its appeal to his spiritual side, its training of the young, its moral pre-
cepts, its faith, and its promise of cternal life. Between these two—the
law, with its rigid discipline, and religion, with its spiritual grace—
stands Masonry, with its philosophy of life, its moral teachings, and its
close association to all men. It is voluntary and, therefore, more potent
than the law and it comes closer to man’s daily life than the church.”

KENTUCKY (Hecath) : “Cryptic Masonry in Kentucky is on the
wane. I do not want to be pessimistic but if there is not some way found
to create more interest in our councils I am fearful for the future of Cryp-
tic Masonry in our fair state. I must admit that I have mad¢ a failure
as your Grand Master for the past year. The conditions were bad when I
was installed but I thought that they could be improved. Now I find that
I was not big enough for the job I had undertaken, and so I must admit

failure. I certainly hope that my successor in office will be able to do a
much better job than I have done.”

MASSACHUSETTS (Hamilton) : “A council whose members de-
vote their energies entirely to the working of the ritual, and to the regular
routine business of the organization, will not only soon become tiresome
and unattractive to its members, but will become entirely lacking, in a
practical way, in that real fellowship and brotherly love which should actu-
ate our Cryptic Rite. A council which has no social activity whatever, will
soon become a dead or dying organization, with lessening interest, and
loss of membership; while on the other hand, a council which makes its
assemblies attractive and interesting to its members, and plans in its
program for various forms of social activity during the year, will be
rewarded by having an enthusiastic and interested membership, and will

undoubtedly have a greater attraction for the type of men whom we wish
to have as members.”

MISSISSIPPI (Scharff) : “We must have leaders who must be men
of intelligence and prominence in the community as the officers of our
councils to build up a high personnel of membership. Like attracts like,
and it will be far better to hurt the feelings of some aspiring, but unquali-
fied, Companion, by dropping him at clection time than to permit him to
serve as Master to the irreparable injury of the entire fraternity. It is
high time that the ‘good men and true’ who have always had the interests
of the fraternity at heart be present at the annual election and see to it
that none but competent, capable Companions, who are willing to sacri-
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fice time and moncy for the body over which they preside, are in the prin-
cipal offices, Masonry means ‘work’ and any legitimate rewards or honors
come only from work.”

MONTANA (MacKenzie) : “There seems to be a need for a revival
of York Rite Masonry. The revival should begin in the chapter, for this
is necesSary for the growth not only of that body, but also of the com-
mandery and council. If the heads of our bodies could meet and spend
some time and contact the membership there would he a possibility of
creating a new interest in York Rite Masonry.”

NEBRASKA : The Grand Master approved the York Rite Festival
idea and the Grand Council approved his recommendation, finding:

“These take a lot of hard work, but they are well worth while, in the
new companions we receive, the good fellowship enjoyed, the renewal of
MasSonic interest among the companions, and also the fact that they show
those outside that Masonry is a vital living institution.”

NEW HAMPSHIRE (Putnam) : “I have had a new and exceedingly
pleasant experience this year in my visits to the annual assemblies of the
Grand Councils of outside jurisdictions. ‘While it at first scemed I could
not take the necessary time from home, and, perhaps the easier way might
be to decline the invitations, still I came on further reflection to see that this
was my job and if I could not make the necessary sacrifice of my time,
I had no business to accept the position.

“And what a revelation these visits were; to carry the greetings of our
Grand Council and present some of our problems; join in discussion of
other problems and receive the inspiration that comes from the knowledge
that Cryptic Masonry represents a body of widespread influence, that
knows no state lines and that we all have common problems. In some we
arrive at a solution in one way, and, perhaps others solve them more
satisfactorily in another way. These visits seem to broaden our viewpoint
and to impress us more and more of the universality of Masonry and its
lessons and philosophy.”

NORTH DAKOTA (Lord): “It is my recommendation that every
council in conjunction with other York Rite bodies, plan some kind of a
York Rite Festival during the year. By so doing I am convinced that re-
newed interest and enthusiasm will stimulate membership and attendance
in all branches of the Rite.”

OHIO (Thompson) : We have had a loss in membership this year,
which we regret, but our great struggle is not so much in the loss of
membership, but in the loss of faith in each other, in Fraternalism. Too
much does a man measure the value of his Council to him by the amount
of dues he is called upon to pay. Fraternalism and friendship cannot be
measured in dollars and cents. It can, however, be measured by laboring
for humanity and preserving the results of labor for future posterity,
remembering our brethren of old, how they went about their work with
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trowel and sword, and how with persistency their part of the work on
the Temple was finally finished. If we are worthy of our original Masonic
forebears, we will not hesitate. \We will labor on and on in the cause of

_ Faith, Friendship and Fidelity. It is for us to cling to the Spiritual things

of life, that the influence of Freemasonry and especially the Cryptic Rite,
which has for all who seek more light, a highly magnificent mission, may

be carried into more lives every day because of the good we arc doing,
because of the footprints we are leaving behind.

OKILAHOMA (Lee) : “With all due respect to the individual Mason
who gives his time to the study of the work and the conferring of the de-
grees, I believe we are giving too much thought to this and allowing the
fundamentals of Masonry to get entirely away. . . .

“It seems to me that the question, ‘What is the matter with Masonry,
and other fraternal orders?' has become one of the million foolish ques-
tions and that the answer that there are too many other organizations to
claim the time of the membership is equally as foolish. Today’s youth is
no worse than that of other times, considering his teachings and the exam-

ples set by his elders. \WWe as fathers tolerate some of the things our
fathers would not.”

ONTARIO: The Grand Master ruled that an American resident could
receive the degree of Royal Ark Mariner, provided it met the approval
of the Grand Master of the American jurisdiction in which he was resi-
dent. He also decided that the drama used in conferring the Cryptic de-
grees was for the exclusive use of Royal and Select Masters, and not for

the purpose of entertainment of those who have not attained membership
in this Rite.

OREGON (Stuart) : “A number of really worthy Companions have
for several reasons, withdrawn from our roster, and in practically every
instance, their withdrawal has been caused by a stringency of funds. We
know these men and realize their value. We need them and they need us.
It is recommended that such former members as are deemed worthy, and

who have been dropped for non-payment of dues, have their unpaid dues
remitted and they be again placed in good standing.”

SOUTH CAROLINA (Zemp) : “We are gradually growing smaller
numerically due principally to non-payment of dues. This is evidence that
much work is yet to be done that we may hold or retain the interest of the
companions who have not attended council meetings recently. In many
instances there has been no opportunity to attend. Therefore, the fault lies
as much, if not more, with the officers of our councils as it does with their

members who possibly feel that if meetings are not held regularly, surely
they should not be expected to pay dues.”

WASHINGTON (Eisele) : “In common with every Grand Master,
who received the highest honor in the gift of this Illustrious Body, I
started out with high hopes and plans for the betterment of the councils,

THHE
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which make up this body. It has been the custom in the past for the Grand
Masters to visit the various councils and attempt to instill new life in
the councils. These meetings are widely advertised, resulting in a large
attendance, the good fellowship is enjoyed by all, the Grand Master is
listened to with the utmost courtesy ; the Grand Master sees the particular
council in its very best light. With the passage of a month or so the
Grand Master's message is forgotten, the Grand Master, himself, does not
obtain a true picture of the conditions of the council visited. This process
has been repeated year after year. While I do not suggest the cessation of
these visits, as they are necessary, I do believe that it has been shown that
Something more is required to rejuvenate the subordinate councils.”

BIOGRAPHICAL

It is unfortunate that not all jurisdictions give us a biographical
sketch of their executive head. Could it he possible that in these
jurisdictions there can be no pride in the civic standing of their
Grand Master 7 By their fruits we shall know them, it has heen
said. If we cannot see their fruits, either in their address or
biographical sketch, we ask just how shall we know them?

ARIZONA : Shelton G. Dowell, Grand Master, was born in Texas in
1880. Since 1903 he has resided in Arizona, where he is active in com-
mercial, political and civil life. He is manager of a gypsum plaster com-
pany and chairman of the Arizona Highway Commission. He has served
as Alderman, Assessor and Mayor of his home city.

ARKANSAS: Francis J. Scully is the official Masonic name of the
Grand Master of Arkansas. He was born in North Dakota in 1891, is a
graduate of the University of Wisconsin and Rush Medical College, and
is now a resident of Hot Springs. He recently retired as Grand Com-
mander.

CALIFORNIA: Walter E. Bonnett, Grand Master, was born in
Indiana in 1898. He was the first Master of a lodge in Fresno.

COLORADO: Frank D. Burns, Grand Master, was born near Shells-
burg, Benton County, lowa, in 1880. He graduated at Northwestern Uni-
versity Dental College in 1905 and for eighteen years has practiced den-
tistry in the City of Denver. He has served as Grand High Priest of the
Grand Chapter, and at the present time is an officer of the Grand Com-
mandery.

DELAWARE: Thomas R. Saunders, Past Grand Master, was born
in North Carolina in 1890. At eighteen years of age he enlisted in the
army, serving seven years, one year of which was spent in the Panama
Canal Zone during the digging of the canal. He is now connected with
the Department of Public Safety in Wilmington.
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John P. LeFevre, Grand Master, was born in Pennsylvania, of Hugue-
not ancestry. Ile has served with the National Guard and retired in 1931
with the rank of Colonel. As a Captain he twice led troops from Dela-
ware in National emergencies—the Mexican Border Campaign and the
World War. After the war, he commanded the Delaware National Guard.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Maurice [.. Brewton, Grand Master,
is a native of Washington, D. C., born in 1898. e is a partner in a large
printing concern established fifty years ago.

IDAHO: Dell O. Bellamy, Grand Master, was born in 1875 at Elk-
port, Jowa. For a time he lived in Northwest Kansas. Ilis education was

received in a sod schoolhouse. Since 1891 he has been in the employ
of the Oregon Short Line.

ILLLINOIS: Walter Lintott, Grand Master, was born at Kings' Cross,
London, England, in 1871. He came to this country in 1873 and is now a
retired post office employee, having served for over forty-one years. At
one time he was President of the Illinois State Federation of Postal Clerks.

INDIANA: Earl S. McClure, Grand - Master, was born in Indiana
in 1896. He attended the Indiana State Normal, taught school for a
time, and outside of service during the war as a Gunner’s Mate First Class,
spent most of his life in the post office at Vincennes, where he was to
be found in the finance division. He is President of a large bible class.

IOWA : Robert C. Campbell, Grand Master, was born at Mt. Pleas-
ant, lowa, in 1874. He is a bachelor and stated to be “one of those rare

souls who carries the load for others and denies himself.” He is, at pres-
ent, postmaster of his native city.

KANSAS: Roy H. Clossen, Grand Master, is a native of Liberty,

' Kans. He was educated in the public schools and the University of Kan-

sas. He and his father are owners of a large mercantile establishment and
he appears to be prominent in the civic and religious life of his community.

LOUISIANA : Julian O. Mauffray, Grand Master, was born in Mis-
sissippi in 1886. He started with a bridge gang on the L. & N. Railroad
in 1902, later becoming telegrapher and at the present time is.assistant
city ticket agent for that line in New Orleans. He acquired a family by
marrying a widow with four children and raising the children to manhood
and womanhood. He is a Methodist and, as his biographer says of him,

“a diamond in the rough.” He is Missouri’s representative in that juris-
diction.

MAINE: Allen L. Curtis;, Grand Master, was born in Maine in
1882, He was educated in the public schools and immediately entered the
mercantile business. He is a past officer of the K. of P., the Sons of
Veterans, the Rotary Club and many other civic organizations.

o o e
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MISSISSIPPI: Walton S. Hootsell, Grand Master, is a native of
I.ouisiana, born in 1890, but educated in the schools of Mississippi. He is
the ficld representative of the Natchez Protestant Orphans Home. During
the World War he enlisted in the U. S. Navy. He is Missouri’s repre-
sentativt in that jurisdiction.

NORTH DAKOTA: Vine D. Lord is the second native son to pre-
side over the Grand Council of North Dakota. He was born in 1893 and
completed his education in the Universitiecs of North Dakota and Wiscon-
sin. He holds the rank of Major in the Reserve Corps, was the first Com-
mander of his Iegion Post and has been President of the North Dakota
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.

OHIO: Charles W. Bowen, Grand Master, is a graduate of Ohio State
and Columbia Universities. He served in the World War, after which he
held position as Cashier in the First National Bank of Logan. Since 1928
he has been Prosecuting Attorney of Hocking County and Postmaster
at I.ogan. He is prominent in school and church activities and is serving
as teacher of the Men’s Bible Class.

OKI.LAHOMA : Wilbur P. Lee, Grand Master, was born in Chickasaw
Nation, Indian Territory, in 1891. He was educated in the public schools
of the Territory, completing his education at the East Central State
Teachers’ College. He is Assistant Postmaster at Ada.

ONTARIO: Joseph R. Yorke, Past Grand Master, is a native of
Canada, born in 1885, and is a resident of Saskatchewan. He was Grand
Master of their Grand Lodge in 1935. He is a Civil Servant of the Sas-
katchewan Government.

John M. Empey, Grand Master, was born in Ontario in 1874. After
teaching school for five years, he entered Toronto University, completing
a course in mining and civil engineering. For a time he was in the employ
of the Surveyor General of Canada. In 1907 he was engineer and sur-
veyor for the Alberta Government, where he had charge of all public
works in the Territory of 20,000 square miles, but since 1927 he has been
County Engineer for Perth County, Ontario. He is an active Presby-
terian, a superintendent of the Sunday School, a member of the school
board, and a man of many parts.

OREGON : Donald B. Stuart, Grand Master, was born in Chariton,
Iowa, in 1879. He graduated from an academy in Portland and holds an
important position with the Oregon State College.

RHODE ISLAND: Harlan L. Bemis, Grand Master, was born in
Vermont in 1878. For twenty-three years he was connected with the
National Biscuit Company.

TENNESSEE: Granville V. Elmore, Grand Master, was born in
Tennessee in 1892. He was educated in the public schools and a special
academy. He is a civil engineer and since 1918 has been employed in
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the State Iighway Decpartment. He began life as a Methodist, but is now
a member of the Christian Church.

WISCONSIN : William Tharp, Grand Master, was born in Chicago.
He comes from a Masonic family.

CONDITION OF THE RITE

This is a topic which had just as well been omitted in recent
years, because in line with all other organizations there has been
a loss in membership. But our opinion is that “just around the
corner” there will be a change for the better in the next twelve
months, unless some unusual condition arises. In our own juris-
diction we detect an increased interest in the conferring of the

degrees. Sincere work on the part of the membership will pro-
duce ultimate results.

ARKANSAS: The Grand Master tells us that the Rite is in a chaotic
condition. Only one-third of the councils meet regularly, some only occa-

sionally, and some not at all. In April he visited Heber Springs, where
he instituted a new council.

IDAHO : Idaho is one of those jurisdictions to report a gain in mem-
bership. In fact, there has been a net increase since 1933.

ILLINOIS: Cook County councils, which include Chicago with ap-
proximately helf the membership, have shown 69 per cent of the loss,
whereas those councils outside Cook County show only 31 per cent. Sub-
ordinate councils have notes to the Grand Council amounting to $1,696.38.

INDIANA: Grand Lecturer Graham urges that every council give
attention to the social features and arrange for something besides the usual
conferring of degrees and stated assemblies.

IOWA (Campbell) : “For this year our total decrease will be only 99,
which seems to indicate that we have reached the tuming point. Eight
councils made gains in membership, while during the preceding year only
three councils gained. It has been the custom of most councils to hold up
petitions for the degrees until a class is ready to receive them, holding only
one or two meetings for work during the year. This, I believe, is a mis-
take for the candidate and the council. The fact that the candidate has
sent in his petition is an indication that he desires the work. In all fair-
ness he should have it while the interest is keen. The officers also need
the practice and will do better work when keeping it fresh in mind.”

A committee on chartered councils apparently agreed with the Grand
Master, believing that it were better to hold six meetings with work than
to have one meeting for the initiation of several candidates, and that the ex-
pense involved would be offset by the interest manifested in council work.
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KANSAS: Smaller councils were reported by the Grand Master as
having difficulty in conferring the S.EM. They were advised that the
Grand Council was willing to render assistance. One council was author-
ized to use an old ritual temporarily; this council showed a gain in mem-
bership.

MISSISSIPPI: Grand I.ecturer Gore attended a chapter reunion and
asked how many of the class of candidates expected to get the council de-
grees on the following evening. Only one man arose. The Grand Master
and Grand I.ecturer got busy explaining the beauties of the council degrees
and, to their great surprise, fifteen candidates presented themselves on the
following evening. The Grand Lecturer stated:

“I have e¢ndeavored to stress the importance of the Cryptic Rite because
50 many candidates are led to believe that as soon as they get through the
Chapter, the next step is the commandery. This is a mistake. While it is
true we want them to also get the commandery, yet we should not skip
over a very important part of Ancient Craft Masonry.”

NEW YORK: A special committee suggested as a goal for the year
that each council appoint a special committee on conservation or reclama-
tion with power to recommend adjustments or compromises of existing
indebtedness whenever deemed expedient. The work of the committee
will extend back over a period of five years.

NORTH DAKOTA: Grand Recorder Stockwell claims that the festi-
val idea is a North Dakota product :

“Now accepted in many jurisdictions as vitally essential to progress. To
accomplish this we must have a unifying agency. It is a York Rite Asso-
ciation. Let it be made up of the present principal officers of chapter, coun-
cil and commandery, together with the past presiding officers. It does not
need any complicated organization or large list of officers, nor does it need
to meet more than twice or three times a year. It should be semi-social in
character. A dinner is a good way to get men together. Start in late
September or early October. If you start any later, it means your fall is
over before you get into action.”

OREGON : Oregon has succeeded checking the loss in membership,
abandoning the red ink and making their entries in black. The Grand
Master says that while “black ink may not be as brilliant as red ink, still,
it’s a heap more comforting in making reports.”

WISCONSIN: The Grand Master reports the net loss in Membership
as one-half what it was last year. He believes it due to pep meetings held
at a time of the week when it is not necessary to get home early. He has
come to the inescapable conclusion:

““That proper authority should soon be vested in the Grand Master to
merge nearby councils when one good one can be formed out of two weak

ones.”
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FINANCIAL

Most organizations, of which we have knowledge, have not
been able to meet their budget requirements. There seems to be a
general notion that through some stroke of fortune an era of
financial progress may be coming. Several jurisdictions have
heen cashing in their reserves, or where there were no reserves

are horrowing the necessary funds to carry on. Not a very en-
couraging sign.

CALIFORNIA: During the year per capita tax was remitted on 600
members ; in the previous year on 706 members.

ILLINOIS: The minimum fees have been fixed at $10.00; the former
fee was $15.00.

INDIANA: A large number of Indiana councils have reduced their

fees to as low as $6.00. Even this did not prevent a loss of 525 members
for the year.

KENTUCKY: The Grand Council was compelled to borrow $500.00
to assist in the payment of its regular expenses. One warrant for $2.00 has
been outstanding for over two years. Letters addressed to the payee ask-
ing him to cash the warrant produced no response; now the Grand Treas-
urer wants payment on the warrant ordered stopped.

LOUISIANA: Exccutive officers were authorized to borrow not to

exceed $500.00 to meet the general expenses of the Grand Council for the
year.

MAINE: The Grand Treasurer was authorized, if necessary, to nego-
tiate a loan of $500.00 to take care of current expenses. In addition a
special per capita assessment of 20c was levied for the year.

MASSACHUSETTS: The returns of Massachusetts councils show
unpaid and delinquent dues amounting to almost $23,000.00, a sum greater
than the entire invested funds of the Grand Council. Conditions are laid
to “‘lax business methods on the part of many Masters and Recorders and
a general thoughtlessness by our members.”

The Grand Master approved several by-laws from which it appears that
the fees for degrees in that jurisdiction are now usually $25.00, in addition
to this many councils have an affiliation fee ranging from $4.00 to $10.00.

MONTANA : Council revenues are derived by an annual fee of 75c per
member and a greeting tax of $2.00 for cach candidate.

NEW JERSEY: The finance committee reported that the estimated
budget exceeded income by $100.00. In the meantime the Grand Recorder
has not received his salary or office expenses. An attempt to increase per
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capita tax in order to balance the budget, by unanimous vote, was not
adopted.

NEW YORK: Since 1929 the Grand Council has paid out $600.00 per
year more than it took in, although reducing the expenses until they were
$2,800.00 less than they were five years ago. The result was an increase
of 10c in per capita tax.

NORTH DAKOTA: It is found that with the decreasing member-
ship and little degree work the building up of reserve is a task. Many of
the bonds have had to be sold to keep the bank balance on the right side,
causing Walter Stockwell to remark:

“It is quite evident that some cutting of expense has to be made to
balance the budget. We are not able to issue bonds.”

\Walter complains that too little is being paid for the support of the
Cryptic Rite:

“We are trying to maintain our Grand Council on a 50 per cent per
capita, with a $2.00 fee. Our income is less than $250.00 a year and had
we not been economical in the flush years we would now be in a hard way.”

PENNSYLVANIA: The Grand Council is the owner of bonds of the
Allentown Masonic Temple Association. They have recently been noti-
fied that the bondholders’ committee have formulated a plan whereby
interest of 1 per cent for the year 1935 would be paid.

RHODE ISILAND: The premium on the bonds of the trustees of the
permanent fund is larger than the interest received on the fund.

SOUTH CAROILINA: The general fund of the Grand Council has
but $678.87, but the triennial fund has $780.36. The finance committee
recommended that one-third of the salaries of the Grand Recorder and
Grand Treasurer be paid if and when funds are available.

WASHINGTON : The Grand Council appropriated $200.00 for travel
and incidental expenses of the Grand Master. This individual drew $170.00
of the amount, but the finance committec regretted to note that he “visited
only four councils in the jurisdiction and one fraternal visit in Vancouver,
and while we wish to congratulate him for not drawing the full $200.00, we
feel that $175.00 is rather expensive for five visits.” Whereupon the
finance committee reduced the allowance to $150.00.

GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL

This is the year of the Big Trek; this time it is to Charleston,
S. C,, acity famed in the Masonic world for its early day history
and the birthplace of the Supreme Council A.A.S.R. The social
program this time will be less than formerly by request of the
officers of General Grand Council and General Grand Chapter,
but there will be plenty to interest the sincere Mason.
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ILI.LINOIS: Grand Master IHorstman, referring to Illinois’ Standing
aloof from General Grand Council, said:

“I feel the General Grand Council undoubtedly stands for the good of
Cryptic Rite Masonry. I feel, as my predecessor did, that we are showing
a streak of selfishness in not uniting with this national organization. I
admit the cost of two cents per member stands in our pathway and we
must conserve our finances in these lean years. Still, I am asking that this
Grand Council unite as soon as possible with the General Grand Council.”

The committee which passed upon his recommendation added:

“The Grand Master again calls to our attention the light in which this
Grand Council stands as viewed by other Grand Councils in not joining as
a member of the General Grand Council. We do not feel that our share
of the cost amounting to only two cents per member should defer our
joining. We recommend that this part of the report be referred to a

special committee and such report sent to the next mecting of this Grand
Council.

MASSACHUSETTS: A finance committee, of which Arthur D.
Prince is a member, reported :

“While the budget calls for the payment of dues for the ensuing year to
the General Grand Council, no provision is made for any expense in at-
tending that General Grand Body which meets in 1939.”

SOUTH CAROLINA: O. Frank Hart was responsible for a resolu-

tion iiviting the General Grand Council to meet in South Carolina. It has
the following proviso:

“Provided that the General Grand Council, in conjunction with the
General Grand Chapter, appoints a joint committee to formulate the pro-
gram to becarried into effect by your local committee and furnish $2,500.00
to cover the cost of same. We further guarantee that we will incur no
indebtedness without written authority.”

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

With the experience had by many of our Masonic organiza-
tions we cannot see how various jurisdictions will continue to
debate the merits and demerits of a plan which has ruined many
an organization. We cannot believe in free life memberships,
and only in paid life memberships where a sufficient amount has
been paid to protect the organization, and then to have the funds
so tied up that they may not be dissipated. And this is a man’s
job.

MASSACHUSETTS: The Grand Master deplored the making of

honorary or life members, regarding it as—
A most unwise provision to incorporate in the by-laws of any body, for
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with the high average age of our members it will not be long before a
large proportion of the members will be relieved of their duty of con-
tributing to the financial support of their council, reducing its revenue
and ruining the council.”

IHe favored an adequate life membership fee of not less than ten times
the annual fee¢ for dues, and in no case less than $25.00.

NEW JERSEY: In 1920, a life membership clause was adopted, pro-
viding that when a companion had paid dues for twenty-one consecutive
years he should become a life member and be ¢xempt from dues. The last
Grand Council deleted the entire section by unanimous vote. The Grand
Counci! further ruled that life membership voted by subordinate councils
did not exempt the council from payment of per capita tax.

NORTIH DAKOTA: Grand Master Lord recommended that the
matter of life membership be stressed as soon as economic conditions im-
prove.

MISCELLANEOUS

Most interesting in a historical way, under this heading, is
the formation of a new Grand Council in Canada. It starts out
rather weakly but we hope in time that it may become one of the
galaxy of jurisdictions which spread true Masonic light and
knowledge through one of the most beautiful systems of degrees
in our knowledge.

CALIFORNIA: By resolution, the Grand Council is registering its
insignia, name and jewels with the Secretary of State of California, pro-
tecting them against scizure by several clandestine organizations.

CANADA: On May 10, 1938, a convention of delegates from councils
in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia met in the City
of Edmonton for the purpose of establishing an “Independent and Supreme
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters in and for Western Canada.”
The result was that such an organization was officially established covering
the various Provinces as above listed, as well as the Canadian Territories
west of Hudson’s Bay. By official act the name was fixed as “The Grand
Council of Royal and Select Masters of Western Canada.” In addition to
the usual officers of a Grand Council we note other positions such as Grand
Inspector-Generals and Grand Stewards for each of the Provinces.
Charles A. Hill, a past officer of the council at Winnipeg, Manitoba, was
elected Grand Master and Melvin M. Downey, of Edmonton, was made
Grand Recorder. The Grand Council claims authority over the degrees
of Royal, Select and Super-Excellent Master and Royal Ark Mariner.
There are six councils in the newly organized jurisdiction, with a total
membership of 212.
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The formation of the Grand Council apparently has the approval of the
Mother Grand Council (Eastern Jurisdiction of Canada) for in a mes-
sage to his Grand Council in April, 1938, (Grand Master Yorke expressed
himself as of the opinion that the time had arrived for giving considera-
tion to the formation of a new Grand Council in Western Canada, Stating:

“T am in agreement that should our companions in these western Prov-
inces desire to form a Grand Council, comprising that territory west of
the western houndary of Ontario, permission, with the blessing of this
Grand Body, should be given to them in their new undertaking, and recog-
nition be granted to the new Grand Council and representatives ex-
changed.”

On June 4, 1938, this jurisdiction, having been notified of the formation
of a new Grand Council, officially recognized them and permitted them to
retain their former warrants as memorials of their former connection with
the Supreme Grand Council of the Western Jurisdiction of Canada, now
known as “The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario.”
At the conclusion of their meeting the old Grand Council then decided to

change its name to “The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of
Ontario.”

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: A leaflet cntitled “Reasons \Why 1
Should Be a Council Mason,” was mailed to every Royal Arch Mason in
the district and is said to have created a new interest and resulted in peti-
tions that would not otherwise have been received.

IDAHO: This jurisdiction, at its recent assembly, extended fraternal
recognition to the Supreme Grand Council of Western Canada.

INDIANA: Charles C. Thomas, a Past Grand Master, was elected to
replace the late Charles H. Warne, former Grand Recorder.

Grand Chaplain Crosbie, speaking on the subject of “The Crypt and the
Broken Triangle,” said:

“NWhat is the nature of a Masonic secret? There is one sense in which it
is no more cryptic or secret than the principles of a dinner club, as, for
example, Rotary or Kiwanis. And, in that sense, by the same token the
precepts of these dinner clubs are secrets also. \When a secret involves a
truth which is an attitude towards life, it remains a secret to whomsoever
it has been communicated until he has made it his own by consistent prac-
tice. It is thus possible for one to wear the emblems of fraternalism or the
service clubs for years, and those symbols which he displays remain about
as much a secret to him as to an outsider.”

KANSAS: Among the visitors to Kansas we note Carl P. Westerhaus,
S. A. Gilliland and Paul R. Byrum, all of whom were officially received
and all of whom apparently addressed the Grand Council.

KENTUCKY :. The Grand Recorder finds that thestatistical record of
the membership has been out of balance for several years. In fact, about
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400 out of balance caused “by the Grand Recorder’s failure to deduct the
aggregate membership of delinquent councils.”

ILOUISIANA: A committee on education called attention to the fact
that there were several thousand Royal Arch Masons in the state who had
never received the Cryptic degrees. Believing it to be a fertile field, it
was suggested that councils arrange for addresses to be made in chapters
by members of the council, with an idea of educating them in the heauties
of the Cryptic Rite. .

NEBRASKA: The Grand Master of Iowa delivered to the Grand
Council of Nebraska the traveling broken triangle belonging to Coliumbian
Council No. I of New York City. It is expected that this emblem will visit
all the known councils in the world and return to New York by 2010. A
long way to go, yct seventy-two years left to complete the travel.

A past Grand Master of Nebraska died during the month of July.
Grand Recorder Smith did not learn of the death until the last of Novem-
ber when the annual returns were sent in. The Grand Recorder continues
his list of Veteran Grand Council Attendants. Lew’s name, like Abou Ben
Adhem’s, leads all the rest. He has attended thirty-one Grand Council
assemblies, beginning with 1907 ; his only absence was in 1919. His prede-
cessor, I‘rancis E. White, who is today living in California had a record
of twenty-seven consecutive attendances, beginning in 1899 and ending
with the year of his resignation in 1925.

NEVADA: Illness prevented Nevada’s Grand Master from attending
the annual assembly and reading his two-page address. The Grand Coun-
cil showed a net gain of three.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: The death rate reduced the total membership
in New Hampshire 4.1 per cent.

NEW YORK: Grand Recorder Hatch, who was first clected to office
in 1920, was clected Grand Recorder Emeritus and is succeeded by Past
Grand Master Charles M. Colton.

PENNSYLVANIA: The time of the annual assembly has been
changed from the third Tuesday in January to the second Tuesday in
April.

RHODE ISLAND: The Grand Master asked two councils to provide
amendments so that it would not be necessary to secure a dispensation
when the regular assembly fell on a holiday or the evening preceding.

TENNESSEE: The Grand Council sponsors a memorial loan fund
which is apparently handled by the University of Tennessee; it amounts
to $5,299.00.

WASHINGTON : The Grand Recorder will hereafter provide cards
similar to those in use by the Order of High Priesthood and furnish same
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to councils for delivery to companions who have received the degree of
Super-EExcellent Master.

WISCONSIN: The Grand Master finds fault with councils for not
having correct style of aprons, but also adds that subordinate organizations
may not expect to be enthusiastic about the matter when the Grand Coun-
cil itself is in a similar position.

REVIEW

The reviews are not as common as heretofore, for \when hard
times come, and necessity requires paring down, many jurisdic-
tions lop off the reviewer. We are glad to note however that
those jurisdictions most active are still retaining means of con-
tact with the outside cryptic world, and these reviews are most
keenly read.

CONNECTICUT: Reviewer Edgerton is doing a little FBI work in
connection with their Grand Representatives. He finds only about 50
per cent in attendance at their annual assemblies. In presenting his
cleventh report, he makes the following explanation:

“I have striven to keep the point of view and the impression of the origi-
nal source of information. Not mine to criticize or to comment, but to
select and report.”

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Otto Roepke presents his tenth re-
view. He discovers a favorable change in the attitude of the membership,
a spirit of optimism is being engendered. For some unaccountable reason
he does not review the Missouri proceedings. .

ILLINOIS: Reviewer Warvelle presents his forty-seventh epistle,
which is the Illinois word for review. He has come to the topical form
after these several years, leading us to believe that this will be the eventual
form of all reports. Uncle George’s material is well written and we have
great respect for his opinions, but we cannot agree with him in his state-
ment that the Super-Excellent degree is on the decline. In his opinion,
“the degree is not a Masonic degree, but represents an historic incident.”

LOUISIANA : Louisiana offers to our mind one of the most interest-
ing of the reviews which come to our desk; it is by Herman J. Duncan.
In his preface he says: .

“The topical form of review has again been used this year after the
lapse of a year because in spite of the fact that it requires considerable
more labor to prepare it scems to the writer to be of much more interest
than an alphabetical trip through the Cryptic World, with the necessary
padding to fill up space in reporting the doings of some Grand Councils
which do nothing 'more than meet, perform routine business, elect officers
and close. If anything, the depression has aggravated the condition. In
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most jurisdictions everything is abbreviated to save printing expense and
when the proceedings are printed the result is a collection of very, very
thin volumes.”

He quotes from Grand Master Hedrick’s address and refers to his
biographical sketch. Our friend Herman has a “Hall of Fame” and this
year his nominations for position include Nelson Williams of Ohio, the
General Grand Master; O. W. Brownback of Indiana, whose history
extends back to 1886 ; George Warvelle of Illinois, who has written forty-
six reviews, and ye humble servant of Missouri, probably because Herman
likes us.

MAINE: Reviewer Leach informs us that there was a time when the
reports on correspondence were eagerly studied and read, but today lightly
cast aside, and that the member who fails to read these reviews cannot
keep abreast of what is going on in the Masonic World. While there has
been little of special interest in recent years, we must keep posted if we
are to have a vigorous life in the future. He regarded Grand Master Hed-
rick’s address as a splendid one and that he was “earnest, sincere and zeal-
ous in the discharge of the duties of his office.”

MISSISSIPPI: Reviewer Ellis has his eye on our educational work.

MONTANA: The review has practically been eliminated, being in-
cluded in less than three pages and written by the Grand Recorder. A
large section of this review is devoted to quotation from Grand Master
Westerhaus’ address and the Missouri review. As to purging, he feels:

“We have been purged to emaciation. We have failed to take our medi-
cine as prescribed. Montana has been purged more than the nation as a
whole. Who wouldn’t feel weak after such a drastic purging? A large
membership is nice, but an interested, companionable membership is nicer.
Let’s take our medicine and quit complaining about ruins; you know you
would rather have a few dependables about you than the many you never
can be sure about. Was the Council intended to be a big body ?”

OHIO: The review is short. We note the death of the former re-
viewer, Dr. Frank Hendley, one of the most charming men of our acquaint-
ance.

OKLAHOMA: Reviewer Swaffar writes a one-page review. Appar-
ently he did not see the Missouri proceedings. While believing that all
meetings should be social and friendly ones, he thinks it is a mistake for
our bodies to pattern after civic organizations and social clubs.

ONTARIO: Reviewer Woodward devotes his entire Missouri space
to quotation from our review.

PENNSYLVANIA: Reviewer Wolfe believes “the star of the Cryp-
tic Rite will once more shine in full effulgence and be an inspiration to all
who would be truly Select.” He approved the committee report on Grand
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Master Hedrick’s address as being an outstanding onc. He calls our atten-

tion to an error which crept into our report wherein we referred to several
Puissant Deputy Grand Masters and says :

“We have but one Deputy Grand Master in Pennsylvania. The juris-
diction, however, is divided into nine districts, each district under the

supervision of a Puissant District Deputy Grand Master, who is an ap-
pointee of the Grand Master.”

RHODE ISLLAND: Reviewer Whecler, in a one-page review, finds
nothing startling or extraordinary in the forty proceedings he has exam-
ined. His summary is:

“Since material for new candidates seems to be rather scarce, isn't there
a field here (restoration) in our councils in an endeavor to secure the re-
turn of companions who have been suspended ?”

SOUTH CAROLINA: Reviewer Henry Collins devotes half a page
to Missouri, mentioning the address of Grand Master Hedrick, the report
of the committee on education, and the Missouri review.

TEXAS: The celebrated Sam J. Helm writes the annual review.
Finding that several Grand Councils need a bit of material prosperity,
accompanied by good judgment in conserving their funds, he suggests no
undue haste and no undue waste, rigid investigation of applicants, invari-
able rejection of all but select material for “since nobody else is going to
protect us, we must protect ourselves, and there are black balls in every
box.”

He finds Grand Master Westerhaus’ address a business-like report, al-

though he calls him “Waterhaus.” He refers to several “truthful state-
ments” encountered in our review.

WISCONSIN : Reviewer Burnham, commenting on the Missouri pro-
ceedings and our loss in membership, said:
“What the depression did to the Masonic Order, it did to the whole

country. The colossal total of the National Debt is an example. It may
take generations to wipe it out.”

He refers to Dr. Smith’s report on education as an outstanding one
which should be carefully studied in all jurisdictions, stating “it is obvious
that there should be more Masonic knowledge dispensed throughout the
Order. The Smith report gives rise to thought.”

RITUAL

And now we note a new degree—this time it is the degree of
Thrice Illustrious Master, similar in character to that of the
Order of High Priesthood, in that it is reserved for those only
who have passed through the chairs in the Council. We have
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this degree, and while it is most interesting in many ways, we
fear that it will add only another to a system already floundering
under the burden of too many organizations to support.

And we have the usual number of Grand councils endeavoring
to revise and improve (?) their present ritual, a process which
we have found disgusts those who have spent long hours of
labor in the vineyard, and not taking into account that the new
lahorers are few, especially when there are no sheaves to glean
these days.

CALIFORNIA: A reprint of the ritual of the Royal and Select Mas-
ter degrees has been authorized.

DELLAWARE: The jurisprudence committee found that they were
in agreement with the Grand Master when he said :

“The exemplification of the S.E.M. degree was the high spot of the
Cryptic Year, offering a yearly opportunity for the companions of the
entire State to mingle together in close companionship.”

ILILINOIS: The Grand Master called attention to the fact that since
1870 the question of making the Super-Excellent degree a part of the
ritual had been before the Grand Council. He recommended that it be
made a part of the ritual. The ritual of the General Grand Council is
used unless permission is obtained from the Grand Master for the use of
other rituals. The Grand Master said:

“I do not know if this degree has been conferred in any council this
year except my own. I am asking that we adopt the ritual of the General
Grand Council and no other to be used.”

The matter of ritual corrections has been referred to the elective line
officers with instructions to report at the next assembly.

INDIANA : Indiana is one of at least two jurisdictions which has
taken over the degree of Thrice Illustrious Master, the result of the visit
of the Indiana party to North Carolina where the degree had its incep-
tion. The jurisprudence committee approved a resolution authorizing the
formation of an Indiana council of Thrice Illustrious Master as an adjunct
of the Grand Council. All funds accruing from fees are to be the property
of the Grand Council. Arrangements were being made for conferring
the degree in Indianapolis January 28, 1939.

MAINE: The Grand Master recommended that a school of instruction
or district meeting be held for the purpose of instruction in degree work
in order to secure uniformity of work in the various councils. A special
committee on ritual went thoroughly into the whole ritual matter because
of the lack of uniformity prevailing in the jurisdiction. Recommendations
of the committee are to be considered next year.
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MASSACHUSETTS: The Grand ILecturer reported:

“The work of the three degrees as exemplified was of such high order
that there can be no doubt in the mind of anybody who witnessed it, that
under this system of District Grand Councils of Instruction, a long for-
ward step has been taken in preserving unimpaired the Cryptic tradition
in this jurisdiction. . . .

“We wish to recommend again the advisability of ex¢mplifving cach of
these degrees as soon as is practical after the Council of Instruction, that
none of the advantages gained from the instruction may be lost.”

MISSISSIPPI: General Grand Master Williams, addreSsing the
Grand Council of Mississippi, said:

“I am not unmindful of the fact that our Virginia and West Virginia
Companions confer the Cryptic degrees, in some form, in their chapters,
and, if I am correctly informed, they confer them as a part of the Royal
Arch degree. If they are conferred before the discovery made by the
Sojourners, it secems to me that it would completely destroy the principal
interest centered in the Royal Arch degree, for it secems to me that if a
man should lose something valuable and should be told by someone just
where it was, and all of the facts concerning its loss, the mere taking it
into his possession would not be of pronounced interest to him. This,
however, is a matter for our Virginia Companions to determine.

“I think it must be conceded by all Masonic students that a man cannot
be considered a well-informed Mason of the present day until he has
familiarized himself with the ritualism, the lessons and the teachings of
the Cryptic degrees, and understands their ceremonials and symbolisms.
As well might a man expect to know the end of a beautiful story when
he has read but a few chapters of the serial, as for him to expect to know
what Freemasonry, as now practiced in this country, really is, when he
had not heard the closing chapters of the allegory.”

NEW JERSEY: A committee found that there was no proper de-
scription of aprons or jewels in the book of Constitutions, excepting pro-
viso that they should be as “prescribed by this Grand Council.” Where-
upon they prepared a description. The difference seems to be in the edging

about the apron and in the character of the flap. All aprons are triangular
in shape.

NEW YORK: The committece on ritual, after due consideration,
recommends that the penalties “should be changed to be more in keep-
ing and consistency with the teachings and principles of Freemasonry.”
Proposed changes will be presented at the next assembly. The Grand
Lecturer says:

“It is proper to ask why we have penalties at all, and whether we might
be wiser to rely on a man's mere promise. It sounds logical and consistent
to reason that, unless we can so rely on a candidate’s. solemnly given
promise, we should refuse to admit him at all rather than resort to a
threat of punishment for possible unreliability.
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“Such a fine condition could exist only in an ideal social order, in a
society composed of ideally perfect people. Then nothing would ever alter
or cven make uncertain any one’s spoken word. But human nature being
what it is, we do well to recognize that every man is fallible, even as you
and I. We need to be reminded, and frequently, that any failure in this
matter of vows must be paid for.

“There is more to it, also, than the mere warning. When a candidate
repeats these words invoking, as they do, dire punishments, he adds some
seriousness and definiteness to a ceremony which should be as impressive
as posSible. Penalties, therefore, can hardly be dispensed with; and even
if they could be, it is very doubtful that this course would be at all desir-
able.

“The idea of a penalty is, of course, that it is a possible punishment for
the breaking of a promise; an integral part of an oath, a vow and an obliga-
tion. It is, at bottom, the idea of personal responsibility. The swearer puts
into his assertion all of the sincerity and force which he can muster. Then
as a guarantee he says, in effect, ‘May I be hurt, or ‘“May I die if what I
say is not true.

“With primitive man it was thought that the spoken words had a magic
force, and possessed in themselves a sort of real objective existence with
power to get themselves executed or carried out. With the fading out
of the belief in magic the appeal was made to some authority which might
guarantee or enforce good faith. In ancient times a man swore by him-
self, by which he was understood to give all of himself as a surety for his
promise and to guarantee his sincerity. Even so, there still was a possi-
bility that he might be insincere and his promise without security; so
later the swearer swore by another person, the result being that he in-
volved this second person as the guarantor of his sincerity or performance.
Commonly, also, the oath was taken on some object which was powerful,
dangerous or sacred, and at times the object was even caten or drunk.

“In advanced cultures the appeal is to God to whom the oath is handed
over, not merely as guarantor, but also as the power who can and will
execute the penalty upon the insincere or false man, thus removing the
guarantee of good faith and truth-speaking to the moral sphere. It has
now become a spiritual compulsion. God is considered, not merely a
guarantor of good faith, but also as a helper to realize that good faith.

“We today believe that God is a helper of those who strive for personal
integrity; and this belief is constantly brought to our attention through
the invocation which is commonly, indeed almost universally, attached to
oaths, ‘So help me God.’ It appears in judicial oaths and most others; it
was used by Washington at his inauguration as first president ; it was part
of the recently administered coronation oath of His Britannic Majesty.

“In Masonic rituals the penalties, in their present form, arose in the
17th century; and, as old records show, they were actually part of judicial
usage in some parts of Britain. Apparently they were not a part of the
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rituals of the old operative Masons, who had oaths, indeed, but in a
short, simple, forceful form, with no penalty attached. It would seem,
then, that the presently-used forms were part of the large body of changes
introduced into our system in that eventful century. They refer to prac-
tices and attitudes of mind which no longer cxist. Being no longer matters
of actual practice they still have, to be sure, some sentimental value in
linking us to a long-gone past, and a picturesqueness which commands at-
tention, whether the words are heard or spoken.

“On the other hand, practically all of the attacks on our fraternity have
been directed against these selfsame oaths and their penalties. They drew
the fire of all of the leaders of the anti-Masonic frenzy of a century ago,
who asserted as certain that Masons had not only inflicted in literal form
these punishments, but that they were bound to do so. If this premise of
theirs had been correct, then all of the startling conclusions which those
people drew from it would also have been correct. On the contrary,
Masonry has always maintained stoutly, and consistently, that those pen-
alties are symbolic, and that the only penalty inflicted is disapproval, sus-
pension and expulsion.

“The very picturesqueness and historical interest of these old forms
involve, as you can see, a very real problem, for they make an impression
of unreality, and often of revulsion. They invoke punishments which are
never inflicted ; they refer to experiences which never happen. They are
definitely unreal. Their actual purpose is not to present us with some-
thing of historical interest, but to impress us, at an important time, with
the truth that to him who deserves it comes punishment. With this in
view, many Masonic scholars advocate a modified form of words which
will state, frankly and truthfully, the real punishment which results
from broken faith.

“Should society do nothing about delinquencies; should Masonic bodies
take no action; should families and friends treat the wrongdoer exactly
as before, still he pays for wrongdoing, automatically and surely. He cuts
out some of the better part from his character, destroys good motives, and
impulses, gives rein to a downward tendency, and becomes weaker and
smaller. The law of habit makes it easier to do wrong, harder to do
right. Out of the storchouse of his own character he has paid his penalty,
and will continue to pay to the end of his days. This has nothing to do
with ancient forms of punishment, nor with any forms of punishment
inflicted by men; and unfortunately our ritualistic work makes no allusion
to this absolutely fundamental truth.

“It would probably be more impressive, and certainly it would be more
truthful, should we cause our candidates to invoke the real and inevitable
retribution. The deep and awful penalty is loss of character. It is deep
because it is a part of a man’s self ; it is awful because it offends the funda-

mental principles of life on this planet. Those, in human experience, are
the laws of God.”
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OREGON: Since there appears to be no definite form for examina-
tion of visiting companions, a Past Grand Master has prepared a suitable
form for examination.

As a result of the visitation of the Grand Master to North Carolina
there has been introduced into Oregon the degree of Thrice Illustrious
Master. The degrec appears originally to have been brought from Scot-
land to this country by William Ritchie Smith, Grand Recorder of North
Carolina and a native born Scotsman. All Masters and Past Masters are
eligible. \We are informed that henceforth it will be conferred during the
annual assembly of the Grand Council of Oregon. Fees for the Order will
be collected by the Recorder and turned into the funds of the Grand
Council to continue from year to year. The first assembly proceedings of
this newly organized council is incorporated with the Grand Council pro-
ceedings. Forty-two candidates were initiated.

PENNSYI.VANIA: Each council is given one copy of the ritual for
each of the degrees. These rituals are in the custody of the Master of each

subordinate council.

TENNESSEE: The council at Nashville offered a resolution propos-
ing certain changes in the R. & S. M. ritual. A committee reported it
back to the Grand Council, without recommendation, and the Grand
Council has referred the resolution to the General Grand Council for its
consideration.

TEXAS: The Grand Master recommended the changing of the word
“terrible” in one of the obligations to the word “loving.” The jurispru-
dence committee did not agree inasmuch “as the word ‘Merciful’ implies
His love. It would take from Him one of His attributes, to make the
suggested change.” Then a committee presented a resolution asking that
the whole matter be reconsidered and asked that the word “terrible” be
reconsidered and changed from “most terrible” to “most powerful” The
committee on work reported unfavorable and things are still “terrible” in
Texas.

VERMONT: Grand Lecturer Anderson believes that with the excep-
tion of the official head of each body, the most important office in it is that
of Grand Lecturer, that Cryptic Masonry has an important place in the
system and should be compulsory in the State of Vermont. The committee
on floor work has proposed plans, but action thereon is postponed until a
thorough study may be made of them in actual use.

WISCONSIN : The United States colors were officially received and
we informed “that a prescribed ceremony for this will be worked out that
may be followed from year to year.”

Grand Lecturer Inbusch suggests that companions of outstanding ability
in each council form regular degree teams for conferring the degree work
in the most impressive manner possible. He believes that regular officers
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should learn the work the same as they have always done, but also be-
lieves in plenty of alternates in important parts.

STATISTICAL

That our readers may see what is being accomplished in other
states, and other statistical information, we append the following
statistics for the last yecar reported in the proceedings.

ARIZONA: Seventeenth Annual; Tucson, April 4, 1938; 6 Councils;
9 greeted; 378 members; 5 net loss; Missouri was not represented; Shel-

ton G. Dowell, Grand Master presiding; Albert R. Buchman, Tucson,
Grand Master clect. '

ARKANSAS: Seventy-seventh .Annual; Little Rock, November 25,
1938; 16 Councils ; 44 greeted; 638 members; 38 net loss; Missouri was
not represented; \W. B. Ward, Grand Master presiding; F. J. Scully, Hot

Springs, Grand Master elect ; next assembly, Little Rock, November 24,
1939.

CALIFORNIA : Seventy-eighth Annual; Santa Monica, April 14,
1938; 32 Councils; 123 greeted; 5,538 members; 303 net loss; Missouri
was represented ; Walter E. Bonnett, Grand Master presiding; Frank C.
Holman, Willow Creek, Grand Master elect.

CANADA, SUPREME GRAND COUNCIL WESTERN : First as-

sembly, Edmonton, May 10, 1938; Charles A. Hill, Grand Master clect;
next assembly, Winnipeg, 1939.

COLORADO: Forty-fourth Annual; Denver, September 19, 1938; 15
Councils ; 48 greeted; 1,596 members; 61 net loss; Missouri was repre-
sented; H. E. Green, Grand Master presiding ; Frank D. Burns, Durango,
Grand Master elect ; next assembly, Denver, September 18, 1939.

CONNECTICUT: One Hundred Twenticth Annual; ~Bridgeport,
June 1, 1938 ; 24 Councils ; 59 greeted; 7,216 members; 490 net loss; Mis-
souri was represented ; Wm. E. Parker, Grand Master presiding ; Harry F.
Brown, New Haven, Grand Master elect; reviewer, Frederick Edgerton;
next assembly, New Haven, June 7, 1939.

DELAWARE: Thirteenth Annual; Wilmington, October 5, 1938; 3
Councils; 7 greeted; 182 members; 9 net loss; Missouri was represented ;
John P. LeFevre, Grand Master presiding; Marshall M. Carpenter, Wil-
mington, Grand Master eclect ; next assembly, Wilmington, October 4, 1939.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Nineteenth Annual; Washington,
March 5, 1938; 6 Councils, 38 greeted; 1,005 members; 35 net loss; Mis-
souri was not represented ; Maurice L. Brewton, Grand Master presiding ;

Vernon G. Owen, Washington, Grand Master eclect; reviewer, Otto B.
Roepke.
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FLORIDA: Fifty-eighth Annual; Fort Myers, May 16, 1938; 17
Councils; 26 greeted ; 809 members; 16 net loss; Missouri was not repre-
sented; F. William Schultz, Grand Master presiding; Lester G. Gilbert,
Jacksonville, Grand Master clect; next assembly, Jacksonville, May 15,
1939.

IDAHO: Fifth Annual; Boise, May 18, 1938; 6 Councils; 49 greeted ;
494 members; 30 net gain; John W. Shore, Grand Master presiding;
Dell O. Bellamy, Pocatello, Grand Master clect; next assembly, Wallace,
May 17, 1939.

INDIANA: Eighty-third Annual; Marion, October 18, 1938; 74
Countils; 401 greeted; 12,007 members; 525 net loss; Missouri was
represented; Earl S. McClure, Grand Master. presiding; Ward G. Biddle,
Bloomington, Grand Master clect; next assembly, Terre Haute, October
10, 1939.

IOWA : Thirty-cighth Annual; Marshalltown, April 18, 1938; 24
Councils; 109 greeted; 3,526 members; 9 net loss; Missouri was repre-
sented; R. C. Campbell, Grand Master presiding; \Wm. M. Robinson,
Oskaloosa, Grand Master elect.

KANSAS: Seventicth Annual; Topeka, February 14, 1938; 19 Coun-
cils; 79 greeted; 2,842 members; 124 net loss; Missouri was not repre-
sented; Roy H. Clossen, Grand Master presiding; Neil M. McLeod,
Wichita, Grand Master clect.

KENTUCKY: One Hundred Eleventh Annual; Louisville, October
17, 1938; 35 Councils; 41 greeted; 1,666 members; 58 net loss; Missouri
was represented; Forrest B. Heath, Grand Master presiding; Wilbert H.
Tritt, Louisville, Grand Master elect; next assembly, Louisville, October
16, 1939.

LOUISIANA: Eighty-third Annual; New Orleans, February 9, 1938;
12 Councils; 54 greeted; 824 members; Missouri was represented;
John W. Armstrong, Grand Master presiding; Julian O. Mauffray, New
Orleans, Grand Master clect; reviewer, Herman J. Duncan.

MAINE: Eighty-fourth Annual; Portland, May 4, 1938; 17 Councils;
55 greeted; 5,107 members; 277 net loss; Missouri was represented;
Allen L. Curtis, Grand Master presiding; David L. Wilson, Bath, Grand
Master eclect; reviewer, Convers E. Leach; next assembly, Portland, May
3, 1939.

MASSACHUSETTS: One Hundred Twelfth Annual; Boston, De-
cember 12, 1938; 36 Councils; 53 greeted; 8,746 members; 767 net loss;
Missouri was represented ; Wm. S. Hamilton, Williamstown, Grand Mas-
ter presiding and elect.

MINNESOTA : Sixty-ninth Annual; Northfield, October 12, 1938;
7 Councils; 25 Greeted; 1,795 members; 159 net loss ; Missouri was repre-
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sented ; Isaac M. Cochran, Grand Master presiding; Andalla W. Tor-

rance, Duluth, Grand Master elect ; next assembly, St. Paul, October 11,
1939.

MISSISSIPPI: Eighty-third Annual; Meridian, February 17, 1938;
38 Councils; 59 greeted; 1,641 members ; 51 net loss; Missouri was repre-
sented; I. J. Scharff, Grand Master presiding; Walton 5. Ilootsell,
Natchez, Grand Master eclect; reviewer, Tom Q. Ellis.

MONTANA: Twenty-ninth Annual; Dillon, June 6, 1938; 10 Coun-
cils; 15 greeted; 585 members; 17 net loss; Missouri was not repreSented;
Channell A. MacKenzie, Grand Master presiding; Harlon 1. Hart,
Helena, Grand Master elect; reviewer, Luther T. Hauberg.

NEBRASKA : Fifty-ninth Annual; Omaha, December 6, 1938; 21
Councils ; 18 greeted; 1,739 members; 109 net loss; Missouri was repre-
sented; Lewis W. Macdonald, Grand Master presiding; Wm. M. Sloan,
Geneva, Grand Master elect; next assembly, Omaha, December 5, 1939.

NEVADA : Fourteenth Annual; Winnemucca, June 8, 1938; 4 Coun-
cils; 4 greeted; 117 members; 3 net gain; Missouri was represented;
Andrew Ruckteschler, Grand Master (absent) ; Walter S. MacPherson,
Sparks, Grand Master elect; next assembly, Sparks, June 7, 1939.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Seventy-seventh Annual; Concord, May 16,
1938; 15 Councils ; 16 greeted ; 1,943 members; 94 net loss ; Missouri was
not represented; \Wm. E. Putnam, Grand Master presiding; George L.

Snelling, Manchester, Grand Master elect; next assembly, Concord, May
15, 1939. ’

NEW JERSEY: Seventy-cighth Annual; Trenton, April 19, 1938; 15
Councils; 24 greeted; 1,882 members; 151 net loss; Missouri was repre-
sented; Joel T. Blomquist, Grand Master presiding; Wm. H. Pangburn,
Jr., Hackensack, Grand Master elect.

NEW YORK: One Hundred Fifteenth Annual; Mt. Vernon, August
29, 1938; 46 Councils; 100 greeted ; 7,143 members ; 460 net loss; Missouri
was not represented; Chas. B. Weller, Grand Master presiding ; E. Parker

Waggoner, Buffalo, Grand Master elect; next assembly, Buffalo, August
28, 1939.

NORTH DAKOTA: Twenty-second Annual; Fargo, January 26,
1938; 9 Councils; 14 greeted; 548 members; 15 net loss; Missouri was
represented; Vine D. Lord, Grand Master presiding; Emil G. Bloedow,
Edgeley, Grand Master elect.

OKLAHOMA : Forty-fourth Annual; Ada, April 18, 1938; 28 Coun-
cils; 71 greeted; 2,135 members; 88 net loss; Missouri was represented;

Wilbur P. Lee, Grand Master presiding; Robert H. Phinney, Muskogee,
Grand Master elect.
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ONTARIO: Fifteenth Annual; London, April 23, 1938; 14 Councils;
12 greeted ; 531 members; 18 net loss ; Missouri was represented ; Joseph R.
Yorke, Grand Master (absent) ; John M. Empey, Mitchell, Grand Master
elect; reviewer, J. H. C. Woodward.

OREGON : Fifty-third Annual; Portland, April 20, 1938; 15 Coun-
cils; 34 greeted; 1,173 members; 42 net loss; Missouri was not repre-
sented; D. Bruce Stuart, Grand Master presiding; Ralph E. Sweeney,
Grand Master clect.

PENNSYIVANIA : Ninety-second Annual; Erie, January 18, 1938;
37 Councils; 81 greeted; 8,747 members; 602 net loss; Missouri was not
represented; J. Clarence McMullen, Grand Master presiding; John H.
O’Neil, Grand Master clect; reviewer, S. Carbon Wolfe.

RHODE ISILAND: Seventy-cighth Annual; Providence, April 12,
1938 ; 8 Councils; 25 greeted; 3,951 members; 274 net loss; Missouri was
represented; Harlan L. Bemis, Grand Master presiding; Walter I. Cook,
Providence, Grand Master elect.

SOUTH CAROLINA: Seventy-ninth Annual; Camden, April 12,
1938; 29 Councils ; 26 greeted; 1,221 members; 60 net loss ; Missouri was
represented; W. Robin Zemp, Grand Master presiding and elect; re-
viewer, Henry Collins.

TENNESSEE: Eighty-cighth Annual; Nashville, January 4, 1938;
15 Councils; 65 greeted; 1,155 members; 115 net loss; Missouri was rep-
resented; A. K. Lea, Grand Master presiding; G. V. Elmore, Nashville,
Grand Master clect.

TEXAS: Thirty-second Annual; Waco, December 5, 1938; 219 Coun-
cils; 533 greeted; 19,416 members; 920 net loss; Missouri was not repre-
sented; W. A. Hendricks, Grand Master presiding; J. D. Harrison,
Ovalo, Grand Master elect; reviewer, Sam J. Helm; next assembly, \Waco,
December 4, 1939.

VERMONT: Eighty-fifth Annual; Burlington, June 14, 1938; 14
Councils; 11 greeted; 1,201 members; 70 net loss; Zeno S. Waterman,
Grand Master presiding; Edward W. Curtis, Rutland, Grand Master
clect ; next assembly, Burlington, June 13, 1939.

WASHINGTON : Forty-third Annual; Tacoma, May 11, 1938; 17
Councils; 43 greeted; 1,658 members; 59 net loss; Missouri was not rep-
resented ; Edward A. Eisele, Grand Master presiding; Maurice V. Foss,
Secattle, Grand Master eclect; next assembly, Seattle, May 10, 1939.

WISCONSIN : Eighty-first Annual; Racine, February 14, 1938; 31
Councils; 59 greeted; 5,988 members; 276 net loss; Missouri was repre-
sented; Lafay E. Drake, Grand Master presiding; William Tharp, Mil-
waukee, Grand Master clect; reviewer, Guy M. Burnham; next assembly,
Milwaukee, May 1, 1939.
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UNUSUAL

Last of our topics, but by no means least in interest, is the
subject unusual; and after all it is the unusual in life that we
look for. Conferring Masonic degrees on Sunday is unusual in
Missouri, but apparently not so in I.ouisiana. And then we
note some ‘“moon troubles.” Missouri has just about cclipsed
its moon organizations. And a Grand Lecturer receives the
Super-Excellent Master degree in Mississippi. Truly, there is a
place in our midst for Ripley.

CALIFORNIA : California has a special committee on chapter and
council relations. The committee reported that it has carcfully studied the

subject, but that in view of the magnitude of the issue action should be held
over for a year.

CONNECTICUT : At its 1939 assembly, Connecticut will consider
recognition of the newly organized Grand Council in Canada.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: An Illustrious \lasters’ Association
meets once a month at one of the various council’s regular assemblies,
selecting an occasion when no degree work is scheduled. Various officers
were selected from this Association to exemplify a degree, always using a
Deputy Master in the East, which resulted in all Deputy Masters being
able to confer degrees before election as Master.

For many years companions of the District of Columbia who desired
the Super-Excellent degree were required to journey to Baltimore in
order to receive it. This has not been true in recent years.

FLORIDA : Because of physical infirmities, the Grand Master visited
only his own council and his address occupies less than three pages of
the proceedings.

INDIANA: Had Dr. O. W. Brownback, Dean of the Past Grand
Masters of Indiana, lived six days more he might have attended his sixty-
third consecutive annual assembly of the Grand Council.

KENTUCKY : Hereafter a chair will be placed in the East at each
Grand Council assembly for use of the senior Past Grand Master.

LOUISIANA: Louisiana Council No. 2 invited the Grand Council

to be its guest at an exemplification “of the degrees Sunday prior to this
meeting.”

MAINE: One Council meets on a moon schedule, while the lodge at
the same place meets on a stated day in the calendar week. The two
schedules became tangled and both bodies found their meetings at the same
hour in the same place. A dispensation was given the council to act at
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a special assembly. The dispensation was approved as being necessary,
but the suggestion was made that such approval was “not a warrant for
greater leniency.”

MINNESOTA : For the first time in the history of the Grand Council
it met outside the Twin Cities—this year in Northfield. The meeting place
was within a block of the building which sheltered the First National
Bank of Northfield, which the James-Younger gang attempted to rob in
1876.

The Grand Master is our authority for the statement that there is no
council existing northwest of the Twin Cities; he is also doubtful
whether it is advisable to attempt to establish one at the present time.
Even the City of Duluth appears to be dead to Cryptic Masonry, having
made a suggestion that sometime during the summer of 1938 they would
exemplify the degrees of R. & S. M, and bring their candidates to Grand
Council for the S. E. M. degree “since they felt unable to man a team
for this degree.” However, they did not show up at Grand Council as
promised.

MISSISSIPPI: The newly appointed Grand Lecturer was one of the
ten candidates upon whom the Super-Excellent degree was recently con-
ferred. The council which did the work has a degree team, organized
in 1922, which has conferred the degree on 1,216 Select Masters in eighteen
councils in Mississippi. Seven of the original nine workers are still active
and loyal members of the team. Each council forwards $1.00 annually for
cach candidate upon whom the degree has been conferred and the money
is to be used for the purchase of paraphernalia; $544.00 has now accumu-
lated.

MONTANA: The committee on jurisprudence, to whom was referred
a recommendation of the Grand Master relating to the election of candi-
dates prior to their voluntary petition, reported that it found no need for
legislation to accomplish what is to a very great extent already being done
in constituent bodies.

NEBRASKA : One of the official acts of the Grand Master of Ne-
braska is to appoint Master Workmen, each in charge of an arch. The
state has been divided into nine arches.

A committee in the Grand Council have discovered a way to stop losses
in membership. They report “we should all resolve that the shrinkage of
membership and assets should be still further slowed down or stopped.”
The assets shrank $57.00 and the membership shrank 109. We shall await
further results of the resolution method as applied to membership shrink-
age.

NORTH DAKOTA: At the annual assembly in Fargo one of the
candidates was an old pioneer who had passed his eighty-fifth birthday.
Another was the manager of the International Harvester Company.
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OKLLAHOMA : The committee on jurisprudence, while approving dis-
pensations granted by the Grand Master in order to legalize them, called
attention to the fact that “they were contrary to Masonic law and usage
and such approval is not to be considered a precedent for future acts.”

OREGON: On April 12, 1938, several companions assembled at a
place not designated in the proceedings and proceeded to open the Grand
Council of that jurisdiction, adjourning it immediately to meet on April 20,
1938, in the Portland Masonic Temple, apparently to comply with the law
and legalize the proceedings thereinafter had.

A companion who had been Sentinel of his council for thirty years and
who had been injured in an automobile accident, was installed in his room
at a surgical hospital, probably the first instance of its kind in Cryptic
history. We are informed that later the nurse served refreshments, com-
pleting the legality of the installation.

PENNSYLVANIA: Our representative in Pennsylvania (LLyman M.
Finney) could not attend the annual assembly because of ill health, but
wrote a communication to the Grand Master explaining his absence and
expressing the good wishes of the jurisdiction which he represented.

TENNESSEE: The Grand Master reports visiting at the home of a
recorder where he met P.M.I.G.M. J. C. Long. The Grand Master visited
each of his subordinate councils, a record seldom accomplished in that
jurisdiction and one which promises to cause increased interest in the
organization. Grand Lecturer Henderson attended the summer assembly
in North Carolina as “the personal representative of M.I.G.M. A. K. Lea.”

A dispensation was granted to a council to hold its stated meetings in
the City Hall because the regular hall was being used as an emergency
hospital for flood sufferers.

TEXAS: A companion from Beaumont reported to the Grand Coun-
cil that his council had, on November 21, 1938, conferred the S.E.M.
degree on 140 companions.

WISCONSIN : Grand Master Maxwell Jenks, of the Grand Lodge,
not being a member of the council, the Grand Council was called from
labor to refreshment in order to hear his inspiring address.
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