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LOWELL HOLMES SCOTT
Grand Commander 1955-1956

Lowell Scott can well be classed as a modest man, defined by
Webster as “having a moderate or humble opinion of one’s
own value, abilities and achievements; unassuming.” A recent
article in the Monroe County Appeal, quoted by the Kansas
City Star, said:

The longer we live the more we wonder just who are the Very Im­
portant People in this world. Are they the men and women who attain
high position and fame, or are they the average man and woman, like
most folks in Monroe County, who live quiet lives, get little publicity,
are honest and forward looking, support improvements, educate their
children and work in an unassuming way for home, school, church and
State. We are inclined to think they are the Important folks in this
world. They are the foundation of our nation, without whom others
who receive the plaudits of the crowd could never exist.

Under this definition, our grand commander becomes a Very
Important Person, because he has ever been consistently doing
all the things mentioned, and in a most unassuming manner. So
unassuming is he that this biographer is indebted to two Spring­
field friends for all the facts, and most of the words, in the fol­
lowing brief sketch of family history and personal accomplish­
ments.

The Scott family, ancestors of our grand commander, left
Tennessee in the late seventeen or early eighteen hundreds and
settled near what is now Belleville, Illinois. John Kincade Scott,
father of Lowell, was born in that vicinity, near Nashville in
St. Clair County, Illinois, on December 3, 1854.

According to Hinshaw’s Encyclopedia, a group of Southern
Quakers, which included Nathan and Polly Farmer, migrated
from their homes in North Carolina about 1819 and settled near 
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O’Fallon, Illinois. Eliza Matilda Farmer, mother of Lowell, was
born in Washington County, Illinois, March 31, 1857. She and
John Kincade Scott were married March 31, 1879, and in the
autumn of 1881 moved from their Illinois home to Golden City,
Missouri, where they resided during the remainder of their
lives. At Golden City Mr. Scott was engaged in the implement
business for a number of years as the representative of the
International Harvester Company. On his retirement from the
implement business, he served as postmaster at Golden City
for ten years.

John Kincade and Eliza Matilda Scott became the parents of
five children, three daughters and two sons, four of whom are
still living. One of the daughters, who resided at Springfield
with her brother Lowell, died a few years ago; the brother,
Farmer John Scott, lives at Santa Ana, California; one sister,
Mrs. George Rawlins, resides in Tulsa, Oklahoma; the other,
Mrs. Charles Brechtel, at Eugene, Oregon. The father, John
Kincade Scott, died August 29, 1926; the mother, Eliza Matilda
Scott, died September 19, 1927, both at Golden City.

Lowell Holmes Scott was born July 27, 1890, at Golden City,
Missouri. He graduated from Golden City High School in 1907,
and from Joplin Business College of Joplin, Missouri, in 1909.
While residing at Golden City he learned the leather trade as
a harness and saddle worker. After graduation from Joplin
Business College he went to Kansas City, Missouri, where for
a number of years he was employed as a leather worker in a
large harness and saddle company.

At the beginning of the First World War he enlisted as a
volunteer in the United States Army. His assignment was to the
342nd Field Artillery of the 89th Division, where he continued
in service in the Ordnance Department. Shortly after the armis­
tice, he was honorably discharged from the army with the rank
of sergeant. He then resumed his trade as leather worker in
Kansas City, Missouri. Later he moved to the State of Oregon,
but soon returned to Kansas City and again engaged in the
saddle and harness trade. He moved from Kansas City to
Springfield, Missouri, in 1920, and started one of the first auto­
trim shops ever to be operated in that city. In 1940 he was ap­
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pointed by Springfield’s commissioner of utilities as superin­
tendent of Hazelwood Cemetery, one of the larger cemeteries
located in that city. It adjoins the U. S. National Cemetery, and
is the only one owned by the city. He continued in this capacity
until his resignation in 1955. As superintendent, his record has
never been excelled. He used great tact and understanding in
all his dealings with the general public, being always courteous
to those who had occasion to contact him, and sympathetic with
those in sorrow and distress. As an administrator he was most
efficient—from the accuracy of the records kept, the proficiency
of the services performed, and minimum cost required in main­
taining the grounds in perfect order. He was also instrumental
in causing the build-up of a large perpetual care fund for the
cemetery, one which will insure its upkeep in the years to come.

Lowell Scott and Miss Elnor Faulkner were united in mar­
riage at Springfield, Missouri, August 9, 1944. Miss Faulk­
ner’s father was of German and Scotch descent, and of North
Carolina ancestry; her mother, Margaret Bell Scott, was of
Scotch descent and Kentucky ancestry. She was born in South­
ern Missouri, but as a small child moved with her parents to a
farm located about twelve miles north of Springfield. She re­
ceived her education through what is now known as Greenwood
High School, Southwest Missouri State College, and Draugh-
ons Business College, all located in Springfield. For some
years she taught in the rural grade schools in the vicinity of
Springfield, and later was employed on the faculty of
Draughons Business College. At present, and for several years
past, she has been cashier for the Springfield Tablet Manufac­
turing Company. Lowell and Mrs. Scott reside in a beautiful
new home they built at 1347 South Jefferson Avenue, a home
in which every friend always finds a most hearty and cordial
welcome. They are members and regular attendants at St. Paul’s
Methodist Church.

Above all else, Lowell shuns personal publicity, perhaps from
the Quaker heritage left him by his mother. Since coming to
Springfield, most of his time and effort has been devoted to
promoting and expanding the influence of Freemasonry in the
community, always in a most unpresumptive manner. Although
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a most able and proficient ritualist, for years possessing the
grand lodge proficiency certificates in both Division 1 and
Division 2, he is quite often found in the kitchen, apron clad,
superintending the preparation and serving of a Masonic ban­
quet. Nothing affords him greater pleasure than to give a
heart-warming greeting to one and all as he stands at the en­
trance to the banquet hall, with a warm handclasp for everyone.
Lowell’s interests, other than Masonic, center around his home
life. His particular hobby is gardening, in which he takes great
pride, and in which he displays great skill. Nearly every com­
mon variety of vegetable can be found in plentiful supply, and
is always the earliest and largest of its kind. This is also true
of the many varieties of fruits and berries to be found in season
in his garden. The joy of growing luscious edibles and beautiful
flowers is never complete until he has experienced the added
pleasure of sharing these with every friend who visits his gar­
den. His next pastime is the game of chess, and his ability as an
opponent is not to be underestimated. Lowell minimizes his skill
at the game by saying, “I play chess until the real chess players
get there,” but judging from the results of the game they often
never arrive.

MASONIC RECORD

Ancient Craft Masonry: Golden Lodge No. 475, A. F. & A. M.,
Golden City, Mo.: Initiated, June 22, 1918; passed July 23, 1918; raised,
July 26, 1918.

United Lodge No. 5, A. F. & A. M., Springfield, Mo.: Affiliated,
June 24, 1924; Master, 1934.

Missouri Lodge of Research, member.
Capitular Masonry: Meridian Sun Chapter No. 61, R.A.M., Carthage,

Mo.: Mark and Past Master, November 19, 1919; Most Excellent and
Royal Arch, December 4, 1919; dimitted, December 16, 1924.

Springfield Chapter No. 15, Springfield, Mo.: Affiliated, February
2, 1925.

Cryptic Masonry: Zabud Council No. 25, R. & S. M., Springfield,
Mo.: Royal, Select and Super Excellent degrees, April 8, 1920.

Chivalric Masonry: St. John’s Commandery No. 20, K. T., Spring­
field, Mo.: Red Cross and Malta, September 14, 1923; Order of the
Temple, October 13, 1923; Commander, 1935.

Grand Commandcry of Missouri: Grand Warder, 1947; Grand Com­
mander, 1955.

Past Commanders Association of Missouri: President, 1942-43.
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Red Cross of Constantine: St. Christopher Conclave No. 56, Spring­
field, Mo.: Installed, 1934; Sovereign, 1943; Recorder, 1945 to present
time.

Shrine: Abou Ben Adhcm Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., Springfield, Mo.

The mere record of Masonic affiliations and the offices held,
do not measure the labors and accomplishments of Lowell Scott.
He has been the recorder of St. John’s Commandery for ten or
more years, and despite the fact that he now occupies the exalted
station of grand commander, he continues the laborious task
of keeping the records of his commandery, with more than one
thousand members. He admits that one of his hobbies is the
asylum drill, and he is an expert drill master. He served several
years as a member of the Springfield Masonic Board of Relief.
He is an active member of the American Legion, doing his full
duty in service to our many veterans of bloody wars. Truly
Lowell Scott is a Very Important Person, and I count it a
privilege to have been his friend for many years.

One by one they pass away, the brothers of our adoption, the com­
panions of our choice.

The manuscript of this brief sketch was returned to me by
the postman the morning of February 9, with a characteristic
note from Lowell about “making so much out of so little to
start with.’’ The following morning I received a note from
Lowell’s intimate friend William Nall informing me that on
the 9th, as Lowell alighted from his automobile he suffered a
stroke and was in the hospital. Then followed messages from
Ralph Brooks, Arthur A. Raymond and others. Finally came
the sad news that Lowell Scott had answered the final summons
during the early morning hours of Thursday, February 16,
1956.

To the last Lowell was a friend to Man. Just two days before
his fatal stroke, he stopped his car to give a ride to Tom Craig,
a Spanish War Veteran who served in Cuba with me more than
half a century ago. Because of personal friendship, Lowell’s
funeral was held at the First Baptist Church in Springfield the
afternoon of February 18, Rev. Fred C. Eastham, Grand Pre­
late of the Grand Commandery, and pastor of that church, 
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officiating. Masonic funeral services were conducted at Hazel­
wood Cemetery by Frank Clark, Past Master of Gate of the
Temple Lodge No. 422, Lowell’s personal friend. A very large
group of friends attended the final rites, including more than
one hundred members of St. John’s Commandery, in Templar
uniform. The grand commandery was represented by Arthur A.
Raymond, Grand Generalissimo; Avery A. Drake, Grand Cap­
tain General; Julius L. Johnson, Grand Sword Bearer; and
Past Grand Commanders Walter J. Eddlemon, Roy A. Dickie,
James M. DeWitt, J. Fred Park, Louis F. Heger and Morris E.
Ewing, as well as knights from Jefferson City, Kansas City, and
other cities over the state. Roscoe A. Miller, Grand Pligh Priest,
represented the grand chapter.

Lowell Scott has gone from among us, and we shall greet him
on earth no more. “Frailties he may have had, as what mortal
man has not. . . . Virtues only are remembered, and sweet mem­
ories bloom.”

G. C. M.
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GRAND LODGE, ANCIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS
OF MISSOURI

M.’.W.’.Bro. Wm. J. Craig Grand Master
1035 S. Pickwick, Springfield (4), Mo.

M.’.W.’.Bro. Harold L. Reader Grand Secretary
3681 Lindell Blvd., St. Louis (8), Mo.

Annual Communication, St. Louis, Mo., September 25, 1956

GRAND CHAPTER, ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF MISSOURI

M.’.E.*.Comp. Wm. R. Howell Grand High Priest
Box 382, Shelbina, Mo.

M.'.E.’.Comp. Ray V. Dcnslow Grand Secretary
Trenton, Mo.

Annual Convocation, Columbia, Mo., April 23-4, 1957

GRAND COUNCIL, ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS OF MISSOURI

M.’.I.’.Comp. Richard P. Dorris .............................................Grand Master
Jefferson City, Mo.

R.’.L’.Comp. Ray V. Denslow Grand Recorder
Trenton, Mo.

Annual Assembly, Columbia, Mo., April 22, 1957

GRAND COMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF MISSOURI

R.’.E.’. Adolph H. Roeper Grand Commander
7501 Manchester Ave., St. Louis (17), Mo.

E.’.Sir Ray V. Denslow Grand Recorder
Trenton, Mo.

Annual Conclave, St. Louis, Mo., May 3-4, 1957

PAST COMMANDERS’ ASSOCIATION IN MISSOURI
Em.’.Sir Roger Atkinson President

25 Massasoit Ct., Atchison, Kans.
Em.’.Sir Samuel L. Jewett ............................................................ Secretary

Boonville, Mo.
Annual Meeting, May 4, 1957

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER R.A.M.

M.’.E.’.Comp. Tom Q. Ellis General Grand High Priest
Jackson, Miss.

M.’.E.’.Comp. Roscoe R. Walcutt General Grand Secretary
8 E. Broad St., Columbus 15, Ohio

Triennial, Sun Valley, Idaho, October 1-3, 1957

GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL R. & S. M.

M.’.P.’.Comp. Thos. E. Doss General Grand Master
Box 216, Nashville, Tenn.

M.’.I.’.Comp. Ross J. Camblin General Grand Recorder
Bullock Bldg., Atlantic, Iowa

Triennial, Sun Valley, Idaho, September 29-30, 1957

GRAND ENCAMPMENT, K.T., U.S.A.

M.’.E.’.Sir Walter A. DeLamater Grand Master
Box 175, Rhinebeck, N. Y.

M.’.E.’.Sir John Temple Rice Grand Recorder
Suite 1733, 14 E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, Ill.

Triennial, 1958



NINETY-FIFTH ANNUAL
CONCLAVE

The Ninety-fifth Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery,
Knights Templar of the State of Missouri, was convened in
the Masonic Temple, 6th & Robidoux, St. Joseph, Missouri,
Friday, April 20, 1956, A. O. 838.

At 9:30 o’clock a.m. officers of Hugh de Payens Command­
ery No. 4, of St. Joseph, opened in full form for the reception
of the Grand Commandery. At this juncture officers of the
Grand Commandery were admitted, received between the lines
and assumed their respective stations.

At 10:00 o’clock a.m. the Grand Commandery was declared
officially convened, the following officers being in their stations:

Adolph H. Roeper Acting Grand Commander
..................................Deputy Grand Commander

Arthur A. Raymond Grand Generalissimo
Avery A. Drake Grand Captain General
Merrill B. Williams Grand Senior Warden
John H. Rich Grand Junior Warden
Frank C. Barnhill Grand Treasurer
Ray V. Denslow Grand Recorder
Charles L. Hickman Grand Standard Bearer
Julius L. Johnson Grand Sword Bearer
Samuel L. Jewett Grand Warder
Rev. Emmitt L. Robison Grand Prelate Emeritus
John H. Roth Grand Captain Guard

INVOCATION

An invocation was offered by Rev. Emmitt L. Robison, Grand
Prelate Emeritus.

RECEPTION OF PAST GRAND COMMANDERS

The following Past Grand Commanders .were present and
officially received by the Grand Commander:

George C. Marquis, 1927-28; Walter L. Eshelman, 1928-29; William
3
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C. Gordon, 1932-33; Thomas P. Bedford, 1940-41; Morris E. Ewing,
1941-42; Louis F. Heger, 1942-43; James F. Park, 1944-46; James M.
DeWitt, 1946-47; Arthur R. Sullard, 1949-50; Roy A. Dickie, 1950-51;
Frederick J. Marston, 1952-53; Calvin M. Keller, 1953-54; Walter J.
Eddlemon, 1954-55.

INTRODUCTION OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

The Grand Commandery was favored with the attendance
of several visitors and representatives from Masonic bodies,
not only from our own, but from other states. The following
were introduced:

Em. Sir Roscoe A. Miller, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter
R.A.M.

Sir Knight Edward E. Wilson, Grand Master of the Grand Council,
R. & S. M.

R. E. Sir Carl E. Anderson, Grand Commander of Illinois.
V. E. Sir A. C. Eckert, Deputy Grand Commander of Iowa.
R. E. Sir Glenn E. Williams, Grand Commander of Kansas.
M. E. Sir William C. Gordon, Past Grand Master, Grand Encamp­

ment, K.T., U.S.A.
R. E. Sir Sigurd R. Jensen, Department Commander, Grand En­

campment, K.T., U.S.A.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME

A word of greeting was extended to the Grand Commandery
by Sir Stanley I. Dale, Mayor of the City of St. Joseph. He
referred to certain historical events connected with the City,
such as the establishment of the Pony Express, the death of
Jesse James, the boulevard system, and various beauties of
his home city.

Grand Commander Roeper thanked him for his presence
and for his kindly words of welcome.

MEMORIAL TO LOWELL H. SCOTT

At this time the Grand Commander announced that a short
memorial service would be held in honor of our late Grand
Commander Lowell H. Scott. The service was under the direc-
tion of the Grand Prelate Emeritus, Rev. Emmitt L. Robison
and Past Grand Commander Walter J. Eddlemon. Em. Sir
John H. Rich sang “Abide With Me.”
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TELEGRAMS AND COMMUNICATIONS
Telegrams and communications were received from a num­

ber of fraters who were unable to be present, and the Grand
Recorder was instructed to make due acknowledgment.

COMMITTEES—1956 CONCLAVE
Credentials, Mileage and Per Diem: Roscoe A. Miller (12) ; O. W.

Blankinship (68) ; Ralph J. Brooks (20).
Grand Commander's Address: Walter J. Eddlemon (5) ; Morris E.

Ewing (43) ; James M. DeWitt (22).
Jurisprudence: Louis F. Heger (16) ; Irvin J. Freiberger (18) ; John

W. Adams (36).
Finance and Accounts: Albin J. Schmidt (53) ; Bruce H. Hunt (22) ;

Allen C. Sodemann, (1).
Returns of Commanderies: Edwin Knudsen (24) ; Artie L. Lyons

(4) ; Olin S. McDaniel (56).
Review: Ray V. Denslow (24).
Time and Place: Arthur A. Raymond (35) ; Avery' A. Drake

(59) ; Merrill B. Williams (4).
Triennial: James M. DeWitt (22) ; Roy A. Dickie (1).
Educational: Marvin E. Boisseau (18) ; Frank C. Barnhill (36) ;

Morris E. Ewing (43).
Hospitaler: Adolph H. Roeper (16) ; Arthur A. Raymond (35) ;

Avery A. Drake (59).
Public Relations: William R. Robbins (24).
Patriotic: Pearl E. Waite (29).
Drill: Marvin O. Sherman (35).

APPROVAL OF PROCEEDINGS
The proceedings of the annual conclave of 1955, which had

been printed and distributed, were approved.

COMMITTEE ON TIME AND PLACE
It was announced that invitations would be received at this

time for the 1957 conclave. Em. Sir Irvin J. Freiberger, in
behalf of the four commanderies in St. Louis, extended an
invitation from the City of St. Louis. It was the only invitation
received and the 1957 conclave will be held in St. Louis, Mis­
souri.

Em. Sir Arthur A. Raymond announced that Kansas City,
Missouri, would extend an invitation for the Grand Command-
ery to meet in Kansas City in 1958, at which time Kansas 
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Citians would be head of the Grand Chapter, the Grand Coun­
cil and the Grand Commandery.

GRAND COMMANDER’S ADDRESS

To the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of the
State of Missouri:

Fraters: In preparing and presenting to you a review of the
progress of the Knights Templar in the State of Missouri for
the past year, I have tried to use as much as possible the notes
which were found among the records in the possession of our
late Grand Commander, Lowell H. Scott. Wherever possible I
will quote exactly as he wrote them. In some cases, however, it
was necessary to supplement his notes with information secured
from our Grand Recorder. In addition I have inserted the
records of my tenure of office for the last two months, while
acting grand commander.

On our again assembling as the representatives of the Knights
Templar of Missouri, convened on this occasion to advise with
each other and to legislate for the common good, it is especially
proper that we first offer up our devotion to our Father who
is in heaven, with praise and thanksgiving for His many mercies,
for Flis protecting care over us during the past, and ask that His
guidance may still be extended to us in our deliberations, that
our labors may be in full accord with His will, inure to the
profit of our beloved Order, and redound to His honor and
glory.

In compliance with the requirements of our laws and regula­
tions a report of the official acts of the grand commander, since
the last annual conclave, is herewith submitted for the considera­
tion of the Grand Commandery of Missouri.

NECROLOGY

During the past year, while it has brought joy, happiness and
prosperity to many, yet we should bear in mind that death has
invaded our ranks, bringing sorrow, grief and distress. Natu­
rally, we let our heartfelt sympathy and condolence go out to
those who have been bereaved.

The Rev. Arthur L. Huff, Past Grand Prelate, for whom we 
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had the highest regard, is included in this list. The Grand Com-
mandery was represented at his funeral by R. E. Sir Walter J.
Eddlemon.

Our records show the death of 303 fraters, all of whom we
are assured made the most of their hopes on earth and reflected
the best that was in them for the behalf of humankind.

Little did our late Grand Commander realize in writing the
above section of his necrology report, that he would, himself,
be included in it. For on February 16, 1956, the Angel of God
descended and bore our frater to “that undiscovered country.”
I was out of the state at the time, but designated Em. Sir
Arthur A. Raymond to represent me at the funeral; the funeral
was attended by many officers and past officers of the Grand
Commandery, and St. John’s Commandery, which he had served
so faithfully as recorder over the years, was represented by a
large Templar escort. A complete biography will appear in our
printed proceedings.

Hardly had we recovered from the shock of R. E. Sir Scott’s
death when we were informed of the death of Past Grand Com­
mander Ray Bond, at his home in Joplin, Mo., March 12, 1956.
I was represented on the occasion of the funeral by R. E. Sir
Louis F. Heger. At the request of the family there was no
Masonic or Templar service, but the Grand Commandery was
represented by several officers and past officers. A biography of
R. E. Sir Bond has been prepared for use in the proceedings.

Our sympathy goes to the families of these two deceased
fraters who served our Grand Commandery so well and so
faithfully.

CONDITION OF THE ORDER

The year 1955-56, while not an outstanding year in the num­
ber of knightings or net gain, nevertheless proved to be a satis­
factory year in view of economic conditions. A full report on
membership will be made by the committee on returns of chap­
ters and tabular statements will be issued during this conclave.

Conditions are materially improved in St. Louis, and they
again showed more knightings than the commanderies in Kan­
sas City.
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The Grand Encampment committee has sent out an estimate
on the number of knightings expected for the year 1956; our
quota is 1030, or 3090 for the triennial period. The committee
has set our estimate at a rather high figure, but we shall do
everything possible to reach that number.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

It is gratifying to have so many distinguished guests present,
both from within Missouri and from our neighboring jurisdic­
tions. We regard it as an honor that you would take time from
your busy lives to be with us, and we hope the time spent with
us will prove not only pleasant but profitable.

INSTALLATION

On November 3, 1955, in the asylum of Hugh de Payens
Commandery No. 4, St. Joseph, Mo., I installed Eminent Sir
John H. Roth as Grand Captain of the Guard.

INTERSTATE COURTESIES

On September 19, 1955, I approved the request of Beauma-
noir Commandery No. 9, of Decatur, Ill., to visit St. Aldemar
Commandery No. 18, St. Louis, Mo., on October 19, 1955, and
to confer the Order of the Red Cross. The request of Beau-
manoir Commandery was approved by the Grand Commander
of Illinois.

On October 1, 1955, the Grand Commandery of the District
of Columbia was asked to have their Columbia Commandery
No. 2 confer the Order of Malta and Order of the Temple
upon Reo Lee Newton, 815-18th St. N.W., Washington, D.C.,
as a courtesy to Kansas City Conunandery No. 10, Kansas
City, Mo.

February 21, 1956, The Grand Commandery of Illinois was
asked to have their commandery at Havana, Ill., confer the
Order of Malta and Order of the Temple upon Leon Norege-
lin Chevillion, as a courtesy to Ascalon Commandery No. 16,
St. Louis, Mo.

March 29, 1956, The Grand Commandery of Kansas asked
that the Orders of Knighthood be conferred upon Charles B.
Prewitt, Jr., temporarily located in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
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by Prince of Peace Commandery No. 29, as a courtesy to their
Coffeyville Commandery No. 52, Coffeyville, Kansas.

LOST RITUALS

In the short time which I officiated as Acting Grand Com­
mander I was asked to sign seven or eight certificates for Lost
Rituals. I have no way of knowing just what the total would
be for the entire year, but was certainly surprised that, consider­
ing how valuable the Rituals are and what they mean to Com-
manderies, and cannot understand why they would be treated
in such a careless manner.

I would like to stress the importance of better care of Rituals
when they are delivered to you.

THE KNIGHT TEMPLAR ROOM

A General Order issued by the Grand Encampment Febru­
ary 25, 1956, conveys the information that the Grand Encamp­
ment is sponsoring the completion of a room in the George
Washington National Memorial at Alexandria, Virginia, which
plan involves construction of a Knight Templar Chapel to be
erected on the eighth floor of that Memorial.

Roughly, the plan calls for a Chapel with four large stained
glass windows in which are depicted the Ascension scene, Jesus
healing the blind, the Crucifixion, and Paul plucking the viper
from his hand. In the center of the floor is a bronze Cross of
Malta, and on the table in the sanctuary the Cross and Crown.
The windows are to cost not to exceed $7,500.00 each. It is
estimated that the cost of the Chapel will average about 15c per
capita. On this basis, Missouri would be supposed to raise
$2,200.00. The General Order states: “The 15c per member
should first be collected by the individual commanderies.”

With the present per capita tax of $1.00, the additional per
capita of $1.00 for the Eye Foundation, and the 15c for the
Memorial Room will require the payment of $2.15 per capita
for the current year.

I suggest the matter be referred to our committee on Finance.

DECISION

On or about June 23, 1955, I was approached by several 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE [April,

knights of DeSoto Commandery No. 56 who desired to remove
their commandery from DeSoto to Bonne Terre. I was in­
formed that 75% of the active membership lived from twenty-
five to fifty-five miles south of DeSoto. DeSoto, Mo., is not
more than forty-five miles from St. Louis; the nearest com­
mandery on the south is one hundred ten miles.

Asked as to the law in the matter, I referred the fraters at
DeSoto to Sections 93 and 95 of Grand Commandery law,
which necessitated the sending of notice to all members regard­
ing the proposed removal and informed them that a majority
vote of those present could decide. I instructed V. E. Sir Knight
Adolph H. Roeper to attend a stated conclave of DeSoto Com­
mandery on Friday, November 4, 1955, that he might properly
inform them as to their action and procedure. Eminent Sir
Knight Roeper attended both meetings and on the night that
the removal of the commandery was put to a vote the com­
mandery voted 75 to 39 to remain in their present quarters.
Sir Knight Roeper reported that all Sir Knights were satisfied
with the results and peace and harmony prevailed.

We believe that the knights of DeSoto Commandery should
be complimented on the splendid and broad-minded way in
which this delicate situation was handled by them.

BY-LAWS OF CONSTITUENT COMMANDERIES

On August 8, 1955, request was received from St. Omer Command­
ery No. II, Sedalia, Mo., to change the date of their regular Septem­
ber conclave from Tuesday, September 6, to Thursday, September 1,
1955. They were informed that the Grand Commander did not have
the power to suspend the by-laws of a commandery, nor is there any
authority to change by-laws for just one meeting.

October 18, 1955, request was received from Palestine Commandery
No. 17, Independence, Mo., for approval of their by-laws. The by-laws
were turned over to the committee on jurisprudence, but there is no
record as to their action.

On September 28, 1955, the Grand Commander received request for
approval of by-laws of Mary Commandery No. 19, Warrensburg, Mo.,
fixing fees for the Orders at $40.00. There is no record as to any
action by the Grand Commander on the amendment.

On January 10, 1956, I approved change in by-laws of Olivet Com­
mandery No. 53, Boonville, Mo., which involved raising annual dues
from $4.00 to $5.00 per year.
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May 10, 1955, I notified the recorder of Neosho Commaiidery'i.

Neosho, Mo., that the decision of April 23, 1955, approving Art.4,\
Sec. 1, of their by-laws, which changed time of election from Decem­
ber to November, was not in accordance with the laws of the Grand
Commandery, a fact that was discovered just before the conclusion of
the annual conclave held in Hannibal, Mo. They were notified to change
their by-laws in accordance with Grand Commandery law.

June 30, 1955, I approved a change in by-laws of Westport Com­
mandery No. 68. (There is nothing in the correspondence to show the
nature of the amendment to by-laws, but there is a letter showing
that he forwarded the proposed amendment to the jurisprudence com­
mittee for approval.)

DISPENSATIONS

Dispensations were issued to the following commanderies to
receive petitions, ballot on same and confer the Orders:

St. Louis No. 1 (1) ; DeMolay No. 3 (2) ; Hugh de Payens No. 4
(2) ; Excalibar No. 5 (1) ; Liberty No. 6 (2) ; Ivanhoe No. 8 (3) ;
Kansas City No. 10 (2) ; St. Omer No. 11 (3) ; St. Graal No. 12 (1) ;
O’Sullivan No. 15 (2) ; Ascalon No. 16 (3) ; St. Aldemar No. 18 (6) ;
Crusade No. 23 (1) ; Godfrey de Bouillon No. 24 (1) ; Prince of Peace
No. 29 (1) ; Ascension No. 39 (1) ; West Plains No. 48 (2) ; Cape
Girardeau No. 55 (3) ; DeSoto No. 56 (1).

While I did not think it necessary to grant dispensation, nevertheless,
at the request of fraters of Liberty Commandery No. 6, I gave permis­
sion for the Orders of Knighthood to be conferred on Liberty candi­
dates in the asylum of Weston Commandery No. 2, Weston, Mo. All
this being with the consent of Weston Commandery.

Dispensation was granted to Excalibar Commandery No. 5, Hannibal,
Mo., to hold a special conclave in the Royal Arch Chapter hall, Louisiana,
Mo., June 23, 1955, for the purpose of conferring the Order of Red
Cross and Order of Malta on candidates who had been elected to
receive same.

Dispensation was granted to Excalibar Commandery No. 5, Hanni­
bal, Mo., to appear as an escort for the Order of DeMolay in con­
ferring the Order of Chevalier in Hannibal, Mo., July 7, 1955.

Dispensation was granted to St. Aldemar Commandery No. 18, St.
Louis, Mo., to hold a special election, October 5, 1955, to fill the station
of Junior Warden, it appearing the Junior Warden had resigned.

Dispensation was granted to Ascalon Commandery No. 16, St. Louis,
Mo., to appear in Templar uniform and take part in the dedication
ceremonies at the Webster Groves Masonic Temple, May 12, 1956.

DISPENSATIONS REFUSED

In the papers of the late Grand Commander there was found a 
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request, dated February 8, 1956, from St. Aldemar Commandery No. 18,
asking for dispensation to appear in Templar uniform at the public
installation of the Grand Royal Matron of the Order of Amaranth on
February 25, 1956, at the new Masonic Temple in St. Louis, Mo. There
is no reference as to any action thereon.

The Grand Commander declined the request of Ivanhoe Commandery
No. 8, St. Louis, Mo., for permission to appear in Templar uniform as
an escort at the installation of a patron of an Eastern Star Chapter.
His comment was “it would not be advisable, as it is generally accepted
as a tradition in Missouri and it would create a flood of requests, more
than it would be possible for commanderies to perform.”

INVASION OF JURISDICTION

From time to time we have had complaints relative to invasion
of jurisdiction by some of our Missouri Commanderies. The
matter was brought to a head recently in the receipt of a letter
from Grand Recorder Strickland, of the Grand Commandery of
Kansas. I quote from this letter:

I have received this morning (March 19) from Anson V. Grable,
Recorder of Ivanhoe Commandery No. 21, Kansas City, in which he
advises that one of their members was endeavoring to secure the
petition of Dewey D. Williams, who is one of the owners of the Kelly-
Williams Motor Co., 9th & Minnesota Ave., Kansas City, Kansas, and
who resides at 2700 W. 68th St., Prairie Village, Johnson County,
Kansas, when he found that it had gone into the Kansas City Com­
mandery No. 10 in Missouri.

Sir Knight Grable advises that he called the Recorder of Kansas
City Commandery No. 10 by phone, and made an objection to Brother
Williams receiving the Orders in Missouri. He called the attention of
the Recorder over there to the law which gives our Grand Commandery'
exclusive jurisdiction in Kansas, but the Recorder took the position
that until Williams’ petition is received, we had no authority over him.

There is quite a bit of this over-stepping the state line up there in
Northeast Johnson County and we have made a strenuous effort for
years to get it straightened out, but with not too much success. I will
appreciate very much if you will instruct your Recorders to respect the
territorial claims of the Grand Commandery of Kansas.

Since our law is very specific on the subject of invasion of
jurisdiction, I feel no additional law is required. We have no
desire to invade a sister jurisdiction and a continuation of this
policy by any of our commanderies, whether it be Kansas or
some other jurisdiction, will cause the matter to be brought to 
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the attention of the Grand Commandery and proper punish­
ment meted out. I hope all commanderies in Missouri will take
due notice thereof and govern themselves accordingly.

CHANGE OF TITLE

A year or so ago it was thought our Grand Commandery
should have some sort of a field man—a “trouble shooter”—
who could cover the state and assist the Grand Commander in
much of the routine work necessary to carry on our activities.
Our mutual friend and frater—Bruce PI. Hunt—was assigned
this task, the Grand Chapter of Missouri most graciously per­
mitting him to spend some of his time in our behalf.

You will be gratified to know that he has very successfully
carried out every request made of him and this without our
being out more than his actual expenses—which have not ex­
ceeded $500.00. We owe to him a grateful vote of thanks for a
duty well performed. His service has been exceptionally valu­
able in situations where diplomacy was essential.

In connection with Sir Knight Hunt’s appointment, he was
assigned the title, “DEPUTY TO THE GRAND COM­
MANDER,” this being the only title that was suggested at the
time, however, during the past year it has caused some em­
barrassment as there is no such office and it is many times
confused with that of “DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER.”
Frater Hunt expressed himself as being dissatisfied with the
title and we quite agree with him, that it does not fit the work
to which he has been assigned.

It is our belief that he can best serve the Grand Commandery
as Chairman of Special Committee on York Rite cooperation,
in which capacity he can carry on his work without a misleading
title. A committee of this type has been appointed in both
other York Rite bodies.

DISTRICT CONCLAVES

From papers found in the files of our late Grand Commander
there are reports from several District Conclaves.

District I. Em. Sir Charles Hickman reported that in place of a
regular conclave of all commanderies, he made an official visit to each
of the commanderies in his district.
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District 2. Meeting was held in the asylum of Godfrey de Bouillon
Commandery No. 24, Trenton, Mo., November 19, 1955; 93 attended the
dinner; 122 were present during the conferring of the Order of Malta;
5 commanderies were represented. The Grand Commander was in at­
tendance.

District 3. Conclave was held in the asylum of Hugh de Payens Com­
mandery No. 4, St. Joseph, Mo., in connection with the York Rite
Festival, November 3, 1955. A good attendance was reported, but several
commanderies were not represented.

District 4. The conclave was held in the asylum of East Gate Com­
mandery No. 70, Kansas City, Mo., October 8, 1955. Following asylum
competitive drills, in which Palestine Commandery No. 17, of Inde­
pendence, won first place, there was a panel discussion on drill matters.
The Grand Commander, Past Grand Commanders Marquis and Sullard
were in attendance. The attendance was 129, representing nine com­
manderies.

District 5. The conclave was held in the asylum of Prince of Peace
Commandery No. 29, Jefferson City, Mo., November 5, 1955. The Grand
Commander was in attendance; Past Grand Commanders Hedrick,
Eddlemon and DeWitt were in attendance, together with the Grand
High Priest of the Grand Chapter; there were 75 knights in attendance,
representing six of the eight commanderies in the district.

District 6. This district, comprised of four commanderies in St. Louis
and DeSoto Commandery held two important conclaves during the
year. They also held a Knights Templar Ball, which was sponsored
by the District Commanderies and had over seven hundred Knights and
Ladies in attendance. The commanderies also sponsored a testimonial
conclave for R. E. Sir Knight Louis Heger, which was attended by
three hundred fifty Knights and Ladies. Sir Knight Heger was pre­
sented with a beautiful gold watch in appreciation for the work done
with the various drill teams and as Department Commander.

Both these meetings were preceded by conferences of officers of all
the commanderies.

District 8. The conclave was held in the asylum of Rolla Command­
ery No. 59, Rolla, Mo., a change having been made in the plans which
called for the meeting at West Plains. There was a dinner at the Ma­
sonic Temple. There is no report as to what was accomplished.

FORTY-YEAR CERTIFICATES

During the year the following Forty-year Certificates were is­
sued, many of which were presented in person by the Grand
Commander. However a number of the certificates were found
in his effects and have been forwarded to the recorders of the
commanderies involved:
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Harry Boggess, Sr., Liberty Commandery No. 6
Robert W. Stogdale, Liberty Commandery No. 6
Wm. S. Balch, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
David W. Beall, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Birney A. Bowmaster, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
John B. Heckert, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Clarence H. Holcomb, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Vinton L. Mitchell, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Willard G. Mosher, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Herbert H. Newham, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
John V. Newhouse, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
John C. Nipp, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Robert B. Nusser, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Clive C. Payne, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Emil B. Satori, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Wilbur H. Turner, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
George Wolcott, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
James C. Calvin, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Wm. S. Kirke, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Frank S. Land, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Peter Larson, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Clarence A. Lockwood, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Owen J. Vail, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
Joseph L. Varley, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
James A. Taylor, Kansas City Commandery No. 10
John E. Greutter, Sr., St. Omer Commandery No. 11
John C. Bour, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
Harrison F. Brill, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
Wm. A. Davidson, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
Wm. C. Etzbach, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
Roy Forney, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
Walter J. Kennedy, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
Fred O. Milburn, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
John T. Ready, St Omer Commandery No. 11
Charles W. Rothgeb, St. Omer Commandery No. 11
Albert Osberg, Ascalon Commandery No. 16
Milton G. Kahle, Ascalon Commandery No. 16
Alonzo J. Bates, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Earl E. Bowman, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Ralph L. Brooks, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Luther L. Caffey, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Edward W. Clark, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Frank T. Detlor, St John’s Commandery No. 20
Lynn G. Dillon, St John’s Commandery No. 20
Zachariah M. Dunbar, St. John’s Commandery No. 20

15
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Thomas E. Kendrick, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Claude McElhany, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
John A. McCune, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Fred Platte, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Egmont Raum, Jr., St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Carl G. Sauerman, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Bert N. Smith, St. John’s Commandery No. 20
Dock M. Edwards, Crusade Commandery No. 23
John S. Denser, Crusade Commandery No. 23
Shedric A. Casey, Lebanon Commandery No. 33
Frank R. Nelson, Lebanon Commandery No. 33
Edward W. Ousley, Rolla Commandery No. 59
Carlyle Poe, Mountain Grove Commandery No. 66

CONFERENCE OF GRAND OFFICERS

One of the most beneficial things is the holding of confer­
ences of Grand Officers.

On September 3-4, 1955, a conference of Grand Commandery
officers was held in the office of the Grand Recorder; all officers
were present with the exception of the Grand Treasurer, who
was absent on account of illness. Our fraters will be interested
in matters discussed.

It was reported that the three bodies of our Rite in Missouri
had contributed $20,000.00 for the new Masonic Home build­
ing; plans were laid for nine district conclaves, dates were fixed
and supervisory officers named; the 1956 conclave was dis­
cussed and program laid out so far as possible at that time; the
law requires that the annual audit of Grand Commandery be
made as of April 20, because the annual conclave falls this year
on that date it was necessary to give the Grand Recorder per­
mission to close his books as of March 31, in time for the official
audit, but to make his report as of April 20, 1956.

The conference discussed the proposed amendment to by-laws
increasing mileage and per diem. The problem is to provide the
necessary funds for payment of an increase if the amendment
be passed. Whether it is beneficial to commanderies to increase
per capita tax in order to pay additional mileage and per diem
is one for the representatives to pass on.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT EYE FOUNDATION

At the last triennial of Grand Encampment, held in New 
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York City, August 20-26, 1955, a special assessment of $1.00
was voted on each Knight Templar which, according to the
notice, was a project “to treat all persons without regard to race,
color, creed, age or sex or national origin; and that the treat­
ment and hospitalization of patients for this purpose shall be
free and the prerequisite for admission will be the inability of
the patient to pay for such treatment or hospitalization.” The
project is distinctly an eye project.

In order to carry out this project, the Grand Encampment,
with no action on the part of the Grand Commandery of Mis­
souri, has levied an assessment against each Grand Commandery
on the basis of their membership; they were not in a position
to levy assessment against our constituent commanderies. The
source of revenue of the Grand Commandery is from constituent
commanderies, consequently the assessment will have to be
collected from each commandery on the basis of their member­
ship as of December 31 each year. The first assessment is due as
of December 31, 1956.

It was necessary that commanderies be informed of this fact
as soon as possible that they might include the $1.00 assessment
in dues for the year 1956, consequently I sent out a notice in
August calling attention of all commanderies to this condition
and suggesting that in the collection of 1956 dues the $1.00 be
included, so that commanderies would not be unable to pay the
assessment in December 1956. It is true the tax will have to be
levied by action of the Grand Commandery at this conclave, but
it would have placed our commanderies in an embarrassing situa­
tion not to increase their dues for 1956. Hence the suggestion.

CHARITY

Charity and Hospitality are said to be the great characteristics
which should distinguish the Templar Order. Missouri holds a
great reputation throughout the Masonic World for its charities.
It is not necessary to list here the various agencies which have
come in for donations from our Templar funds. We are proud
of each and every donation.

Those of you who read the Royal Arch Mason magazine—
and it goes to every Missouri Templar—will recall with pride
the article in the March issue describing the work of the Ma­
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sonic Hospital for underprivileged children in Korea. When you
know that less than three hundred members of a Masonic Lodge
in Korea are carrying on a work which costs them $25,000.00
a year, and that each member has to go into his own pocket to
carry on this work, we believe them entitled to consideration
from the Freemasons of the United States. The nurse in charge
is a Chinese girl trained in our own Kansas City hospitals,
working for $90.00 a month. Soldiers in our American Army
donated their bull-dozers to build the basement; personal serv­
ices were donated; our medical department helped to establish
their laboratory and supply the needed medicines.

What greater movement for the spread of Christianity, and
for establishing better relationship with the western world could
be had. After consulting with officers of the Grand Command-
ery, I ordered a warrant for $1,000.00 to be issued to the Ma­
sonic Korean Hospital, and I ask your approval of our selection.

CONCLUSION

Thrown into the position of Grand Commander without due
preparation, it has been impossible for me to plan for the in­
terim between the death of our Grand Commander and the time
of our annual meeting. This is a thing that cannot be helped.

There is much to be done for Templary in Missouri; it needs
revitalizing. It cannot remain static. We must participate to a
greater extent in social and charitable work. Our representative
members must become a part of the civic life of their communi­
ties and carry into those communities the precepts taught within
our asylums.

Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, the essentials of Free­
masonry are ever needed, and I should stress that of Love as
being foremost. A relative of a Master Mason, Ella Wheeler
Wilcox, has best expressed this:

Love lights more fire than Hate extinguishes,
And men grow better as the world grows old.

Courteously,
Adolph H. Roeper,

Acting Grand Commander.



1956] GRAND COMMANDERY, K. T., OF MISSOURI 19

REFERENCE

The acting Grand Commander having concluded reading his
address, it was ordered referred to a committee on reports of
Grand Officers, of which R. E. Sir Walter J. Eddlemon was
chairman.

REPORT OF GRAND TREASURER

To the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of the
State of Missouri:

Fraters: I submit herewith my report (in condensed form)
for period April 20, 1955, to March 31, 1956:

RECEIPTS

Balance in bank, April 20, 1955 $22,488.19
Received from all sources  20,709.42

$43,197.61
DISBURSEMENTS

Vouchers paid (Nos. 575-662, No. 590 void) ....$23,525.69
March 31, 1956, Balance in bank  19,671.92

$43,197.61
BONDS

The following bonds, all U. S. Bonds, and all registered in
the name of Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Mis­
souri, are in the safety deposit box at the Wood & Huston
Bank, Marshall, Missouri:

series "a”
Issued May 1, 1945; due May 1, 1957:

Nos. V563653G & 54G, $5,000.00 each $10,000.00
Issued December 1, 1946; due December 1, 1958:

Nos. V737268G & 69G, $5,000.00 each  10,000.00
Issued January 1, 1947; due January 1, 1959:

Nos. X743242G & 43G, at $10,000.00 each 20,000.00
Issued May 1, 1947; due May 1, 1959:

Nos. M5-487080G, 81G, 82G, at $1,000.00 each  3,000.00
Issued March 1, 1948; due March 1, 1960:

Nos. V88946G & 47G, at $5,000.00 each  10,000.00
Issued August 1, 1950; due August 1, 1962:

Nos. V1-071108G  5,000.00
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Issued June 1, 1952; due January 1, 1964:
No. V1-128794G  5,000.00

SERIES “K”

Issued June 1, 1954; due June 1, 1966:
Nos. V47227K-8, -9, -31, -32, -33, -38K at $5,000.00 each .. 35,000.00

$98,000.00
Courteously submitted,

Frank C. Barnhill,
Grand Treasurer.

REPORT OF GRAND RECORDER

To the Grand Coniniandery, Knights Templar of the
State of Missouri:

Fraters : I present herewith a detailed statement of the
financial condition of the Grand Coniniandery for the year
1955-56, together with statistical tables and reconcilement:

STATISTICAL

Number of chartered Commanderies  61
Number of members, December 31, 1954  14,557
Number knighted  653
Number affiliated  40
Number reinstated .. . . . 89

782

15,339
Number dimitted  102
Number suspended  228
Number expelled  1
Number died  303

634

Number of members, December 31, 1955  14,705
Net Gain  148

FINANCIAL

Treasury balance, April 20, 1955 $22,488.19
Receipts from all sources  20,709.42

Disbursements:
Vouchers Nos. 575-662 inclusive (590 void) ... .$23,525.69

$43,197.61
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Treasury balance, April 20, 1956  19,671.92

$43,197.61
RECONCILEMENT

Receipts from all sources during the year  $20,709.42
Dues from 14,705 members at $1.00 $14,705.00
Knighting fees, 653 candidates at $3.00 1,959.00
Interest on bonds  2,541.00
Payroll refund ..................................................... 34.00
Triennial refund  1,442.67
Educational Foundation proceedings  56.00
Past Commanders’ Association proceedings .... 32.50
Sale proceedings ................................................. 1.00
Sale by-laws  7.00
Ritual exchange ................................................. 26.00
Ritual penalties  50.00
Arrearages due from commanderies  34.00
Overpaid by commanderies  16.00

Deductions:
Credits ...
Remissions 

$20,904.17

$ 27.50
167.25 194.75

 
$20,709.42

ANALYSIS OE DISBURSEMENTS

Total vouchers Nos. 575-662 inclusive  $23,525.69
Salaries and allowances $5,499.16
Payroll  3,481.30
Conclave expense ................................................... 773.11
Surety bonds ........................................................... 112.50
Grand Encampment  2,256.33
Triennial  4,799.70
Rent ......................................................................... 750.00
P.G.C. jewel  101.30
Printing, binding, distributing proceedings  1,019.79
Conference of Grand Officers .............................. 206.51
Charity and relief  1,000.00
Printing, postage, incidentals  395.78
District conclaves .................................................. 28.93
Drill Committee  257.39
Publicity  27.34
R.A.M. magazine  2,500.00
Special appropriation, GC expense  83.36
Emergency expense  85.61
Binding by-laws ..................................................... 147.58

$23,525.69
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